
2007 MASTER GARDENER CONFERENCE CRITIQUE RESULTS

Items were rated on a scale of 1 poor; 2 good; 3 very good; and 4 excellent. 81 critiques were turned in.

1.     Registration: Forms, overall process.

        1 (1);     2 (3);     3 (12);     4 (55);     (10) either blank or comments only
2.     Swetman Schooner Cruise of Biloxi Bay.    Rained Out

3.     River Critters Swamp Tour.  Two scheduled tours for Wednesday were rained out.

        Tour organized on Thursday afternoon by conference attendees.

        1 (0);    2 (0);     3 (2);     4 (21);     (58) either blank or comments only.
4.     “Landscaping with Native Plants” by Dr. Mark Lasalle.





        1 (0);     2 (1);     3 (6);     4 (47);     (27) either blank or comments only.

5.     Presentation by Chris Wiesinger from Souther Bulb Company.

        1 (1);     2 (0);     3 (9);     4 (63);     (8) either blank or comments only.

6.     Presentation by Mark Patrick from Southern Charm Perennials & Herbs.

        1 (2);     2 (1);     3 (24);     4 (42);    (7) either blank or comments only.

7.     Presentation by Ralph Null on “Flower Arranging”.

        1 (1);     2 (1);     3 (0);     4 (74);        (5) either blank or comments only.

8.     Thursday’s dinner with keynote speaker Steve Bender.

        1 (11);     2 (16);     3 (10);     4 (30);     (14) either blank or comments only

        Some attendees rated dinner separately with (16) 4s.

9.     Friday AM program by Felder Rushing & Dr. Dirt.

        1 (0);     2 (1);     3 (6);     4 (51);   (23) either blank or comments only.

10.   Overall Food, quantity and quality.

        1 (1);     2 (3);     3 (7);     4 (63);        (7) either blank or comments only.

11.   Door prizes and Goodie Bags.

        1 (1);     2 (2);     3 (3);     4 (64);       (11) either blank or comments only.

12.   Your comments on the overall conference.

        1 (1);     2 (4);     3 (15);     4 (23);     (38) either blank or comments only.

13.   What would you like to see in the future?

        - Participation from group to learn more from other counties.  Need Displays from all counties.

        - Vendor selling plants.  Vender selling garden decor.  More vendors.

        - Continue the wide variety of garden/landscaping related subjects.

        - More info on ornamental & native grasses.  Demo’s etc.  Topic on hydrangeas & pruning of each kind.  Local Jackson group did a fine job!

        - More emphasis on the environment & what MGs can do to reduce pollution & help protect our earth.  Thank you - this conference was great!

        - Mark Lasalle on “No mow” gardening.

        - More information of availability and sources of Native Plants.

        - Hand-outs of speakers.

        - More gardening exhibitors, and MG shirts.

        - Softer seats!  Everything else was great!

        - More plants for sale!

        - Speakers could have handouts.  Plant lists, etc.

        - Comfortable chairs.

        - Cushioned chairs!

        - The Business Meeting should be scheduled on Thursday during peak attendance time.  More people should be involved in the business.  The business is much better organized and efficient.

        - Evening event - 1 or other - entertainment or garden oriented.  Ralph Null type event would be suitable for evening event!

        - More classes.

        - A bus tour to a local garden would be nice.

        - More of the same.

        - More “learning” presentations like this one.

        - Something on Hydrangeas - Shade Gardening - ferns - landscape design.

        - Habitat for bees/birds/butterflies using native plants.  We’ve covered this, but I would like more in-depth photos, etc.  Visuals should fill the screen.  Those of us in the back could not really see Steve Bender’s photos in detail.

        - Private garden tours.

        - More tours of local gardens - maybe 1 - 2.

        - Suggestion - Don’t wait until the very end for business meeting - loose too many members that won’t stay for it.

        - Stem cell research

        - More vendors!

        - More local Ms/Al/La speakers.  I like hearing regional stories.  Celebrate our own.  Opportunity to meet other MGs around the state - a pen pal system? Visits to neighboring groups & report on what they are doing & report back to the conference - over the year before the conference.

        - Like to have tour gardens

.

        What would you like to see in the future?  (Continued)

         - More handouts.

        - Unique gardening gadgets for sale.

        - Flower shed building - understanding trees

        - How to make mosaic stepping stones.

        - More info on ecological “global warming” - suggestions on what we can do as private citizens - what can we do as gardeners - info on Rasing Roses - spraying fungicide, insecticide - use of rose food & organic proposals.

        - This year was well planned.  Your “MC” was great.  His voice was clear & heard at back of the room.  Thanks for a great conference!

        - More programs about trees and Nature Trails.

        - More of the same ingenuity & good planning & execution.  Well done.

        - ???

        - Names on slides of plants.

        - More of same - Maybe additional morning speaker on last day.

        - Don’t know - but when some one asks a question, please have it repeated so all can hear & speakers use mikes.

        - Cushioned chairs & maybe demonstrations.

        - Picture time at beginning of conference before everyone disappears.

        - Nursery tours - garden tours.

        - MC was great.  Speakers were good.

        - I would like a central location for travel considerations be established like Jackson 3 hours for north counties & 3 hours for southern counties.

        - Portable microphone would help - Most speakers run away from mike!

        - More of the same.

        - Garden & nursery tours.

        - Somehow, more fellowship!  Maps to local garden centers.

Thirty one (31) Critiques did not have a comment for question 13.

Comments on individual questions.

1.     Registration: Forms, overall process.

- Make sure registration includes dinner - misconception this time.

- Very efficient

- Well done


- Easy and quick.  Great ditty bags.

- More information should have been given about the logistics of the two excursions since transportation to/from the convention center was not provided.  Everything else was wonderful!  All of you did an excellent job!  Thanks!

- Extremely well organized - easy for attendees!

- Organized, efficient & friendly people.

- They did a wonderful job.

- Information on form had to be returned.  Need tear off form.  Phone number of 

Days Inn Ocean Spring was incorrect

(Question 1 on Registration continued) Written comments.

- Registration people very unfriendly.

- Good location directions

- Easy, quick and painless

- Some people need real paper.

2.     Swetman Schooner Cruise of Biloxi Bay.  (Cancelled due to weather)

3.     River Critters Swamp Tour.  (Two tours cancelled due to weather.  Tour taken Thursday afternoon.) Written comments.

- Super cool!!! Rained out, rescheduled, enjoyed.

- Had a great time.

- Others say they enjoyed it.

- Did this Thursday Great

- Even though we were rained out we went on Thursday.

- The guide was so enthusiastic & informative.

- Great - the guide was very knowledgeable.

- Rained out - but was good got to go the second day and he did a very good job.

- Great fun - excellent.

4.     “Landscaping with Native Plants” by Dr. Mark Lasalle. Written comments.

- Good and Funny

- Enjoyed very much

-Excellent speaker

- Didn’t pertain to N Ms

- We are from North Miss so didn’t find much useful info.

- Best speaker on program

- Interesting/dynamic speaker

- Very informative but great entertainer as well

- Loved the Cajun!  The coon ass!   He was very good, lively w/lots of good information.

- Covered a large variety.

- One of the best I’ve seen here or elsewhere.

- Great

- + 10 Loved it!

- Excellent - Always enjoy his presentation.

- Very informative, good pictures entertaining.

- Great presenter, very interesting speaker, not a lot of information though.

- Terrific - Always good.  Need more info on Native Plants.

- Really enjoyed presentation and handout

- Informative & entertaining!

- Learned a lot - appreciated the printed list provided by Mark.  He is a very good presenter.

5.     Presentation by Chris Wiesinger from Southern Bulb Company.  Written comments.

- Very knowledgeable

- Best in program

- Enjoyed - a pleasure to see young people in the profession.

- Very enjoyable

- Interesting & he is so excited and passionate about bulbs

- Very informative

- So cute - we need more of these good looking men making presentations.  Cost a bit high for the bulbs.

- I love bulbs so it was very interesting.

- Inspired me to grow more bulbs

- Great

- Very informative

- Glad to learn names of some of these - Great source for bulbs.

- Found informative - very practical

- Lots of good info

- Was great - Need more on bulbs that won’t rot!

- Educational, informative - business dreams really do come true.

- I learned a lot

- Always a delight - great website as well.

- Chris’ story was very interesting & he gave a very interesting presentation.

- Great story - rags to riches

6.     Presentation by Mark Patrick from Southern Charm Perennials & Herbs. Written 

        comments.

- He was good but a little nervous

- Would like more discussion of herbs - maybe next time

- Enjoyed

- Interesting subject - presentation was a little uninspiring

- By time we got to him too many slide shows

- Very hard to hear.  Not sure about program

- Lot of good information - made up for lack of charisma.  Thanks for all the perennial notes.

- Harder to hear

- These first three were worth the price of the conference

- Needed to add herbs to presentation

- Not clear on presenting.  Appeared not to be prepared

- Good lesson on plant identification

- Great and useful

- Lots of good info

- Fine - he’ll need more speaking

- Pretty pictures

- Some of these seem invasive - I guess there is a fine line between “hardy” and “invasive” sometimes.

- Needs words in power point so listeners can better understand plant names - 

6.     Presentation by Mark Patrick - written comments continued.

- Pictures were gorgeous

- Good topic!

7.     Presentation by Ralph Null on “Flower Arranging”.  Written comments.

- Best speaker

- Throughly enjoyed Ralph Null’s presentation

- What a hoot!!!

-Great fun speaker

-pretty - but not by flower show form

- Best overall

- Beautiful arrangements - amazing

- Inspiring

- Great class

- Great

- Inspiring dynamic

- Very entertaining & inspirational.  The best!

- I am so excited and look forward to creating my own masterpieces after being taught by Dr. Null !!

- Amazing! It can’t be that easy!

- The “ Best of Show” Entertaining and awesome A+

- What can I say that hasn’t been said - marvelous!

- One of the “Best” I have ever heard on Flower Arranging.  Great speaker, very relaxed and lots of fun!  I could have listened and watched all afternoon.

- Super combination of visual demo and great verbal

- Learned to appreciate all plants for their beauty - wild or cultivated

- Number one!

- He was good at arranging & funny & entertaining & at the end a very inspirational message.

- One of the best presentations ever - Excellent!!!

- Most entertaining & educational

- Fun person good ideas - beautiful presentation - good presenter

  
- Very entertaining presentation & beautiful arrangements

- Outstanding

- Quite enjoyable

- Delightful

- Unbelievable - the things Martha Stewart could learn from this act!  Worth every penny.  If we do him again, let some MGs go up & try to do arranging next to him - good show.

-Beautiful arrangement Best !!!

8.     Thursday’s dinner with keynote Speaker Steve Bender.  Written comments

- Dinner delicious

- Dinner wonderful - Bender - big disappointment 

- Very good when he finally got down to talking gardening - almost ruined by beginning.  Disappointed in his presentation with resources available to him.

8.     Thursday’s dinner/keynote Speaker Steve Bender written comments continued
 Steve’s jokes were totally inappropriate!  Slides too small - he didn’t care - dropped too many names & seriously is impressed by the wealthy.

- Should be adults only.  Speaker took a long time to get “into it”.

- Dinner was the best so far.  Steve Bender fair

- Food was excellent!  Steve, overall was good but humor was somewhat tasteless

- Slide presentation too small on screen to see

- Slides couldn’t be seen from back of the room

- Delicious food

- Food wonderful - loved it.  Was disappointed in speaker - didn’t understand his humor.

- The dinner was great but some of the jokes were unnecessary & some what risque.  Mr. Bender is a very brilliant speaker & has a wonderful education and knowledge of his topics.

- Dinner was great and nicely done.  Was important to have plates, cloth napkins & real silverware, stemmed glasses -how civilized! Steve Bender bombed - awful.

- Dinner was excellent enjoyed Steve’s slide presentation.

- Food was wonderful.  Service was great.  Steve started off slow.  Film strip was interesting - didn’t like jokes.

- Not as entertaining as Keynote should be at the price we paid.  Likeable fellow, a little silly.

- Did not appreciate his humor

- Dinner was very good.  Steve was funny & informative Could hear very good.

- Dinner was absolutely divine - hate to have anything where the lights go out.

- Food was great - Slides were a bit small to see

-Poor choice - We did not need to have a “stand up comic” - very disappointed - did not do justice to Southern Living.

- Steve Bender was very interesting - excellent presentation.  The food was delicious.

- Dinner wonderful - Speaker - Steve Bender - Didn’t care for some of his dry jokes - slide show very good.

- I strongly disagree with the decision to invite the public to the MGs dinner.  This should be an opportunity for us only.  I feel belittled by this - Master Gardener, so what!

- Enjoyed particularly the slide presentation.

- Dinner was delicious.  I really appreciated having real plates, flatware, glasses & cloth napkins.  Steve Bender was a huge disappointment.

- Dinner superb!!! Benders’ slides were too small on screen.  People @ back couldn’t see.  Plus his slides had already been seen in So Living.

- Funny, great slides

- Thanks especially to the caterers for “real” plates and flatware...a very nice touch & I know hard for so large a group!  I’d like to have seen some new material from Steve.  I love his columns in S.L. magazine.

.
- 2 thumbs down!  I was looking forward to his presentation, not his inappropriate jokes.  I felt his humor was not appropriate for this group.  I was very supportive of his coming & thought he was a fantastic choice until I heard him.  I was actually bored.

- The food was delicious & well presented.  Enjoyed the china.  Steve was very interesting & amusing.

8.    Thursday’s dinner/keynote Speaker Steve Bender written comments continued

- Dinner was excellent - first 30 minutes boring long overdone humor attempt.  Second half with slide presentation good.

- Dinner was fine - real plates to eat from.  Bender needs to clean up his act (mouth).

Grandma would say, “wash his mouth out with soap.”

- Speaker - first 30 min boring not funny.

- Steve Bender not so good, felt he didn’t take MG seriously enough to prepare.

- Jokes were not funny on the whole, slides too small - could not see all he talked about.

- Dinner great, speech content ?

- Dinner - real dishes & silver ware great!  Speaker - kinda boring.

9.     Friday AM program by Felder Rushing & Dr. Dirt written comments.

- Laughter is therapeutic.  This program was so much fun.  Thanks to all of you.

- Great fun

- Fun

- Good job!

- They needed signs for “applause”, “laugh” etc - It was fun - we need more state wide advertising like this

- Fun being part of a live radio program.  Lots of energy and enthusiasm

- Very entertaining

- Enjoyed

- Fun!!!

- Interesting

- 10+ what can I say!

- Great!

- Fun

- Wonderful & exciting to be a part of radio & seeing Rushing & Dirt.

- Thank you for doing this - Great idea!

- Great

- Great - best show they’ve ever done

- Very entertaining!!  I enjoyed it thoroughly!

- Very funny & entertaining

- Felder is the greatest. Been a “fan” for years.  Love his philosophy and style.

- Great - it worked.  Glad Bender was there.

- Fun

- Fun

-Nice addition to MG program

- Very entertaining - a good addition to the program

 - Enjoyed

- Interesting, fun

- Great fun!  

10.   Overall food, quantity and quality written comments.

- Great food - excellent quality & quantity.

- Quantity was great & quality superb!

- 5 - four just not good enough!!!

- Oh -  the dinner - umm umm good!  It was wonderful - I will look for this restaurant my next trip down.

- Wonderful job

- The food has been great, quality wonderful & lots of it

- Very good

- Very good!

- Thank you - workers were so kind and efficient

- Great

- The food was wonderful - Friday night dinner was the best ever!

- Very, very good - especially the evening meal

- Ran out of food items at lunch - shrimp salad & lettuce/tomatoes.  Dinner could have been fewer items.  Taste ok for both.

- Wonderful

- 10 I feel sorry for next year’s planners.  It’ll be hard to match the quality & quantity we had here!!

- Service was A+

- Need to do dinner like this each Thursday evening.

- Very good!

- Good food, well presented & efficient

- Couldn’t have been better.

- Quantity - ran out of desert

- Good job!!

- But ran out early

- +++ all was good, Unusually so.

- Excellent food but ran out of lettuce & tomatoes at lunch & spinach salad at dinner

11.   Door prizes and goodie bags written comments.

- Great!

- Great

- Some really good things

- Excellent! I love my door prize donated by the Orchard.

- Terrific - a real challenge for future conferences

 - Super!!! Best yet.

- Really good!

- Very nice .. Especially the number of them! I hope everyone got something!

- +++ WOW!!

- Thanks for the door prizes - Great prizes

- Great!

- Four is just not good enough!!!

- Nice prizes

- Great door prizes & goodie bags

11.   Door prizes and goodie bags written comments continued.

- Wonderful job!  You all worked really hard getting all the door prizes

- Fabulous

- Great door prizes - lots of them

- Loved that just about everyone won a prize!

- Great

- Prices should of been taken off items

- Wonderful

12.   Your Comments on the overall conference. (Written comments)

- Relaxed, informative, and just what I needed!!  For me, the audio & visuals were excellent except for Steve Bender’s.

- Thank you, thank you, thank you for all your hard work!  I know how much work this took, so I really appreciate you!

- Very enjoyable, informative.  Jackson Co. Did excellent job.

- The Break on Thurs. Was great & needed!

- Wonderful!! Venders were fun, too!

- Great job everyone

- This is my first conference & will definitely not be my last.  The committee did an excellent job on everything.

- Since it was first time to host overall very good

- Pretty good - excellent -

- One of the best

Great fun and learning.  Thanks ya’ll

- It was great.  The organization was good and everything ran smoothly.  The decorations and venue was good.  I enjoyed everything.

- Great job - now relax

- One of the best ones I have attended.  Best food & speakers

- Really great, can’t say enough

- All speakers & programs were very interesting, informative & entertaining.  Food was excellent & plentiful!  Thanks for a great job & fun conference.

- Great

- Excellent, excellent!

- Very well planned - meals were delicious and on time.  All MG participants were great.

- I enjoyed the overall info & friendliness of every one.

- Food was very good

- Overall, the best one I’ve attended

- Great - seemed real relaxed - not stressed or rushed

- Enjoyed conference thoroughly

- Really enjoyed it

- Great job!

12.   Your comments on the overall conference.  (Written comments continued)

- Great conference!  I thought everything was wonderful

- Have menu posted for dinner.

- Great !!!!!!!!

- Well organized & publicized - with over 150+ attending - like the power point presentations.

- Fun

- Excellent - well planned.  Flowed smoothly.

- Superb!  Well organized

- Very good - Well coordinated

- This was a great experience.  Thanks so much.

- Really great job

- Very commendable - relaxing, organized well - nice building just right

- Very good.  More vendors with plants and books needed.

- This is my second conference and it was the best

- Hard work & cooperation really pay off - Kudos, praise & thanksgiving to Jackson County.  Good info on accommodation - Thank you!

- Great !

- You did a great job!  Thank you.

- Has been wonderful

- My hat’s off to everyone who worked so hard to pull it off.

- Thanks Master Gardeners

- Very well put together and thought out.

- Conference very good.

- Well run, great food

- Well planned, thoughtful

- What did Lindsey Storey have to do with Master Gardening!  Boo

- Very good - excellent facility, well organized

- Very good

- This is the best conference yet!  The Coast folks did a great job - thank you so much!

- Very enjoyable

- Good

- Seemed to lack in planning Audio not very good Involve all counties in program

- Great job - thanks Jackson County and SE District

