Survey result totals


2008 MASTER GARDENER CONFERENCE CRITIQUE

“Gardens old, Gardens new, Gardens shared, Gardens grew!”

Comment Key = 0 not applicable or blank; 1 poor; 2 good; 3 very good; 4 excellent.
1.     Registration: Special Edition of Newsletter, Forms, overall process.

 8 not applicable or blank; 2 poor; 17 good; 18 very good; 45 excellent. 

Comment: 
	1) The format for the conference in the initial letter was difficult to sort out and to print too small.

1) Registration should be separated. Please remember many don’t have “office” or computer”.


2) Should go later & allow for late registration.

2) No info given to new MG nor was it easy to get once I found it online.

2) Driving directions unclear- maps unclear, also too many different papers with same info.

2) Too stressful to enjoy.

2) Costly; too much.

2) To much paper waste of money for postage.

2) It was difficult to find the registration forms on the web site.
3) Pre-registration material sent in print too small!!

3) Pleasant & thorough.

3) Friendly & helpful.

3) Very good.

3) (Newsletter) didn’t get this, well organized.

3) Good commutations.

4) Great job.

4) Theme ran well through conference.

4) M____ food will be served in pre-conference literature.

2.     Reception at Historic Jefferson College.

 18 not applicable or blank; 0 poor; 9 good; 23 very good; 40 excellent.
 Comment: 
2) Snacks good.

2) Moved fast.

2) Interesting building/grounds.

2) Order of registration not clear. Was food to partake of? 
3) Great pound cakes.

3) Good job.

3) Why couldn’t we duplicate that on Thursday AM?
3) Beautiful setting.

3) Parking a problem.

4) Great Start!
4) Friendly/simple/Informative.

4) Lovely Setting.

4) The information desk people didn’t seem to know event schedule or where.

4) Charming Location – great place to gather & meet new people.

4) Thanks for the delicious snack.

3.     Historic Jefferson College Nature Trail.

 45 not applicable or blank; 3 poor; 7 good; 13 very good; 20 excellent. 

Comment:
0) Nice but tennis shoes a must – we went in sandals & had to turn back – because of poison ivy.

1) Too long.

1) Many plants not there.

1) Just a nice walk.

3) Lovely nature walks.

3) Warn about shoes and socks needed in pre-conf, we had poison ivy from sandals (it was on the trail).

4) Very enjoyable.

4) Very enjoyable.

4) Need to prepare people, Dress & challenge of Trail.

4) Native trail a treat – Poison Ivy could be a problem, I’ll call in 3 days if I break out! Ha!

4) Went on both – Loved it!

4.     “Making your own Hypertufa Containers” by Larry Strayer at Hist. Jefferson College.

63 not applicable or blank 0 poor; 6 good; 16 very good; 5 excellent. 

Comment:  

3) Should be fun to do.
3) Did not stay for entire presentation but what I heard was great.

3) Need shade.

5.     “Patented Plant Laws” by Wayne McLaurin at Historic Jefferson College.

71  not applicable or blank; 0  poor; 6 good; 3 very good; 9 excellent. 

Comment:  
3) Knowledgeable but couldn’t hear well.

3) Informational.

6.     “Natchez City Cemetery Tour” by Don Estes.

26 not applicable or blank 0  poor; 0 good; 7 very good; 57 excellent. 

Comment:  

3) Handout would have been helpful.

4) Wish it were longer.

4) Great.

4) Great!!!

4) Wish it were longer.

4) Love this man, will get the book.

4) Wish could have been longer.

4) Always a treat.

4) Fun & F__nding speaker.

4) A true, highlight of the conference! Hopefully, the cemetery will receive national acclaim!

4) Very good – knowledge guide. 

4) Tour guide extremely knowledgeable.

4) Would like to do over.

4) Great tour – entertaining speaker.

4) A good jump start to this area. Guide was well versed! 
4) Want his book!

4) Wish it could be longer.

4) Loved this!

4) Too short took 7:00 tour.

4) Great.

4) Very impressive.

4) Tour guide was excellent.

4) Very Good!

4) Don was very knowledgeable & entertaining.

4) The very best.

4) Love old cemeteries. 
4) Great enjoy old cemeteries.

4) The best.

7.     "Welcome to Natchez," by Jim Coy from Natchez Pilgrimage Tours.

11  not applicable or blank;  0 poor; 17 good; 23 very good; 41 excellent. 

Comment:  
0) At least he tried. 
2) Good slides Presentation dry. 

2) Dry. 

2) Sometimes under 2 (good).

3) Interesting history.

3) Pictures hard to see/ needed to lower lights.

3) Great info on early Natchez.

4) Enjoyed the slides and the sentiment attached.

4) Perfect opening – charming.

4) Great slides.

4) Very good overview of Natchez homes & Gardens, like the costume.

4) Great.

4) Great pictures & witty narrative.

4) Very entertaining & informative.

4) Very enjoyable.

4) Great pictures.

4) Excellent.

8.     “Gardens of the Southern Romantic Style” by Elizabeth Boggess Ph.D.

10  not applicable or blank; 4 poor; 28 good; 29 very good; 18 excellent. 

Comment:  
0) Please don’t read to us! 

1) Boring.

2) Wasn’t very smooth in speech.

2) Good talk but not enough accompanying slides to support it, lights need to be lower for slides too. 

2) She needs more slides. 

2) Would have liked more pictures.

2) Enjoyed.

2) Hard to hear.

2) Good slides.

3) More slides were needed; program next door was too loud.

3) Too much reading from podium, but loved the topic.

4) Wonderful insight.

4) Very informative.

4) Great handout of plants.

4) ***** (5 stars) 

9.     “Zone Envy: Plant Material for the Tropical Look" by Michael Norell

9 not applicable or blank; 0 poor; 20 good; 24 very good; 38 excellent. 

Comment:  
2) Technical and not enough examples (pictures). 

2) I probably just wasn’t too interested in this topic. 

2) Not useful for me in North MS. 

2) Good speaker but not applicable to most MS, didn’t interest me personally, too long.
2) Talked too much about palm trees. 

3) Good slides, presentation good. 

3) Great garden tour. 

4) ***** (5 stars). 
4) Very knowledgeable, very interesting.

4) Good power point, good topic, and make power point available as handout or list.

4) Best speaker did not read.

4) Talk & slides & tropical knowledge – very good.

4) He did well with presentation.

4) Thanks for helping w/ sections for zone 7b.

4) Liked his gardens.

4) Loved it.

4) Wish I had seen his place before this talk.

4) Was very impressed.

4) Well delivered.

.

10.     “Gardens Shared”  by Gail Barton

5 not applicable or blank; 1 poor; 4 good; 23 very good; 58 excellent. 

Comment:  
4) Energetic speaker, good slides, great plant sharing. 

4) The best talker! I really enjoyed her!

4) Best yet (as usual). 

4) Loved it.

4) She was approachable, very personable with much usable information, she stayed on task re: sharing. 
4) Never fails to entertain while teaching.

4) Excellent as always.

4) Great.

4) Inspiring! I bought her book; power point was great.

4) Great interaction.

4) Best speaker yet.

4) Fantastic.

4) * The best yet! 

4) Very down to earth.

4) Very informative, good slides.

4) Excellent speaker.

4) Could hear very well. 

4) Wonderful speaker. 

4) Fun and practical, took lots of notes. 
4) Very interesting & entertaining.

4) Very interesting, enjoyed this very much. 

4) Best presentation - Thursday.

4) Always great.

11.    Presentation by  the Galbreath Family  from Old South Winery.

7 not applicable or blank 3 poor; 35 good; 31 very good; 14 excellent. 

Comment:  
0) Good info since I have a lot of native on my property. 

2) Don’t grow grapes. 

2) Interesting but long.

3) Good question and answer discussions.

3) Very informative.

3) Unusual topic, seamed to be very useful to many people, would be better to have hand out.

3) Good info.

3) Too slow.

4) Great.

4) Got a lot of information to grow them.

12.     “Yard Art” by Eddie Rhodes

6 not applicable or blank, 23 poor; 28 good; 17 very good; 15 excellent. 

Comment:  
0) Terrible – I went to sleep. 

0) Funny ( but to long for program). 

0) Way too long.

1) Not applicable for our yard – port taste. 

1) ___ a pain _ing.    

1) A new title: “ridiculous yard art”!

1) Steve bender was unacceptable – but this guy was unbelievably bad, waste of time and money.

1) Waste of effort. 

1) Many of his slides weren’t even yard art. Told too many jokes. He put half the room to sleep. 

1) Funny but, served no real purpose, maybe he had a bad day. 

1) Disappointing.

1) Would have like more practical not weird objects.

2) Funny.

2) One cut above Steve bender.

2) Computer problems with pictures.

2) Good.

2) Joke overload. 
2) Too long.

2) Crude humor.

2) Funny?

2) No real substance, just entertaining.

3) Entertaining. 

3) Humorous.

3) Wish he didn’t read so much – would have been funnier.

3) Very funny, Key West folk are crazy.

4) Perfect time, for really fun presentation – after lunch.

4) Entertaining.

4) Screen 2, not good. 

4) What fun.

4) Please have Eddie back.

13.     “Native American Plant Use” by Jackie Moody

6 not applicable or blank; 2 poor; 43 good; 19 very good; 4 excellent. 

Comment:  

0) Very Good.

0) OK, too long and detailed.

1) Read too much.

2) Could have been much better if they demonstrated some preparation tech___ (Conee he slides). (I don’t have a clue what is meant here.)

2) Mot interested.

2) Good presentation.

2) Left screen hard to see.

2) Informative.

2) But presentation difficult for all to see. 

2) Unless MS elderberries are different from Elderberries in PA – I have eaten plenty of uncooked berries.

2) Good handout.

2) Could have done better on presentation.

3) Good handout.

3) Some tea would have been nice.

4) Wonderful history lesson- _eal she had sample limbs. (Once again, I have no clue.)

4) Very good info.

4) Great Knowledge of material.

4) Very informative.

14.     "The Greatest Garden Stories Ever Told” by Pat Stone 

3 not applicable or blank; 2 poor; 9 good; 21 very good; 56 excellent. 

Comment:  
0) Sound system revevhating. 

1) Too long.

3) Enjoyed.

3) Sound was sometimes not the best.

3) Interesting.

3) No garden info.

3) Quite entertaining.

3) Pretty good for an old hippy.

4) Great – Interesting.  Different/Entertaining. 

4) Funny.

4) Bent.

4) Great.

4) Funny, Talented, inspiring.

4) Just super, great choice.

4) The best Speaker by far.

4) Best Ever.

4) Great Dinner Speaker.

4) Wonderful.

4) Fantastic.

4) Fantastic. 

4) Laughed hard. Collected the wisdom in memory.

4) 3rd time I’ve seen him, great as always.

4) Great.

4) Perfect choice for suppertime.

4) Entertaining.

4) Polished speaker.

4) Exceptional.

4) Very good. 

4) Very entertaining.

4) Excellent started fairly simply and ended with just the right story.

15.     “Reclaiming a Historic Garden” by Kathleen Jenkins

10  not applicable or blank; 0  poor; 4 good; 12 very good; 63 excellent. 

Comment:  
0) Good Speaker – Great historical info, but what info can I take home? Waste of my time. 

3) Very good speaker. 

4) Great!

4) Wonderful.

4) Great to see the Nat’l Park Service involved in Melrose Gardens.

4) Excellent.

4) Historic Glimpse into Natchez, old garden homes.

4) History Lesson?

4) Well Done.

4) Very Informative.

4) Really good info.

4) Good.

4) Did not allow time for questions.

4) Super job all around.

4) Very interesting & informative!

4) Too regional specific.

4) She was so practical. Just enough education, just enough fun.

4) Good job.

4) Another stunning presentation and important lesson in history and patience.

4) Great.

4) Great.

4) Great.

4) Great speaker.

4) Slide show was ascendant; speaker brought them to life.

16.     “Roses of the Natchez City Cemetery” by Teri Tillman

8 not applicable or blank 3 poor; 6 good; 10 very good; 61 excellent. 

Comment:  

0) Excellent speakers– but this conference is very “rose heavy”.  Some of us do not choose to grow many roses. Overload of rose info!

1) Who cares?  Don’t grow Roses!

2) Slides out of focus. 

2) Excellent except 2nd screen, need better video equipment or 2 slide projectors & double slides.

3) I’m not a rose person by trade, but it is growing on me. 

4) Slide show was wonderful, Teri is a Natural & effective speaker, I want all those roses.

4) Wonderful Speaker and Slides.

4) Great.

4) Interesting: good voice. 

4) What a delightful treat, great photos.

4) Wish could have seen roses during cemetery tour.

4) Super job – all around. 

4) Did not allow time for questions.

4) Good presenter.

4) Really interesting.

4) Very well spoken.

4) Well done.

4) Good slides- very knowledgeable.

4) Best on program (5 stars).  
4) Wonderful. 

4) I will pay closer attention to my roses I have from Natchez.

4) Fascinating.

4) ***** (5 stars).  

4) Very informative.

4) I appreciate roses more.

4) Very knowledgeable.

4) Go a little slower on those French names, please.

4) Very interesting.

4) Very well done.

17.     “Old Roses are New Again” by Marylin Wellan

15 not applicable or blank, 3 poor; 10 good; 24 very good; 37 excellent. 

Comment:  

0) Excellent speakers– but this conference is very “rose heavy”.  Some of us do not choose to grow many roses. Overload of rose info!

1) Too dry for my taste. 

2) Rose presentation back to back? 

2) Too much of a good thing. 
3) Technical; but good for non-rose growers as well. 

3) Good examples. 

3) Didn’t get handout.

4) Very informed- good slides.

4) Excellent presentation & information.

4) Great.

4) Motivated to grow roses. 

4) Very interesting good for fallow-up action.

4) Very nicely present.

4) Very, very informative.

4) Good, good!.

3 or 4) Beautiful.

4) Great slides, great speaker.

18.     “Going Organic, Tips for the Smarter Gardener” by Nellie Neal, Garden Mama

24 not applicable or blank; 3 poor; 10 good; 24 very good; 29 excellent. 

Comment:  
0) Sorry she couldn’t talk long – that her time was squeezed.

0) Organic! About time! 

1) Good topic but a rambling presentation w. no new tips or suggestions.

1) Too much off subject, too cutesy. 

1) Boring – not enough organic info.

2) Came to sell her product. 

2) Talked too long, maybe too many speakers for the time.

2) 1st 10 min. she said nothing, need to give specific tips. Promoted her products too much..

2) Too much wasted time talking; didn’t stay on subject – kept getting off.

2) Very little info on gardening a lot on Nellie.

3) Too long.

3) Needed more time.
3) Ran over, talked too much but I love her 

3) Love her.

3) Spent too much time 20 minutes before giving organic tips.

3) As always.

3) Took to long to get to “meat”.

4) Did not have enough time.

4) Great as always.

4) Fun inspiring- a little long (give specific time limits for every part of conference on agenda for all).

4) Too short.

4) So thorough, so practical, always encouraging.

4) Would have liked more time for her.

4) So fun!

4) She was excellent, and got ___ but her time was used up by the rose lady, (Marylin Wellan) who should have been stopped.

4) Wish she had talked more about soil supplements and insect control.

4) Saved the best for last. 
4) (Nellie Neal) should have been scheduled earlier so we could get all of her information.

19.   Door prizes   Goodie Bags.

15 not applicable or blank; 5 poor; 3 good; 16 very good; 50 excellent. 

Comment:  

0) Didn’t win. 

0) Trade wine for another prize. 

0) Not enough, too slow. 

0) Door prizes rated as “Good”.  Goodie Bags- “Poor”.  Need t-shirts, content of bag very disappointing. 
0) Door prizes rated as “Good”.  Goodie Bags- “Poor”.  Bag contents useless, except for 2 items.  

0) Door prizes  “very good”  Goodie Bags. “Good”. 

1) T-shirts?

1) Where’s our t-shirt?  Nothing useful. 

1) Junk.  
1) Where is the t-shirt & bags. 

2) Too slow in delivery. 

4) Awesome.

4) Thanks for a wide array of goodies.

4) Great job on door prizes!  Goodie bags were terrific.  

4) Love the one I got.

4) Fantastic!

4) Give away went to slow.

4) Good to have so many.

4) Wide variety.

4) Great job on rounding up that many freebies.  It tells me that your MG’s have a fine reputation! Congrats.

4) Wonderful way to fill in Gaps in programming & interacting with conference attendees.

4) Excellent amount & variety of Door Prizes, Good bag, missed the t-shirt, would like canvas tote bag.

20.   Thursday afternoon self-guided tours: 

30 not applicable or blank,  0 poor; 6 good; 14 very good; 38 excellent. 

Comment:  

0) North 1,2,3,5,7,8.

0) North walking, should have signs at each house.  

0) d  n d. (What does this mean?)

0) Went to 1-2 bluff houses. 

0) Parts of all. 

0) North tour – wish I could have had more time!! Too many to see! 

0) Went to nursery. 
0)  Elms court, Gloster. 
2) Drive.

2) Monmouth $10 to see 4 rooms?
2) Need more time to tour. 

2) Monmouth.

3) Need more time. 

3) South walking & Winery, wore me out but fun.

3) Combo driving and walking.

3) Nature walk & Fred’s Nursery. 

3) South walking. 

3) Walking tour. 
3) Just a few near conf. Center didn’t have time due to doing table for dinner. 

3) North tour.

3) Comb walking & vehicle.

3) Own, Monmouth. 

4) South walking. 
4) Self driving. 

4) North, nice folks’, so willing to share.

4) Part of the north. 

4) South tour, homes lovely. 
4) Driving tour. Auburn, time was to short- such wonderful gardens but no time to visit. 

4) North and south walking tours – to spread out to comfortably do, but we drove 2nd half & saw most stops.

4) South walking tour. 

4) South & Michael.

4) Walking tour and south walking tour. Everyone was very gracious and knowledgeable. Enjoyed every minute! Map was poor.

4) South tour, Broadway.

4) North walking.

4) North.

4) River, south.

4) South.

0) Walking and Driving.

4) Just the first part to Rosalie.

4) South route- very good.

4) South, gracious hosts.

4) Complete south tour (all 9) lovely.

4) North and ½ of south.

4) Gloucester.

4) As many as we could.

4) My own, 4 houses and Monmouth. 

4) South.

4) Walking1-2-3.

4) Mixed bag, too many maps, we got them mixed up.

4) 1st 4 on walking tour, not enough time..

4) Walking tour #2.

4) Bluffs, Rosehaven, Sassyers, wonderful. to then w/ owners.  (???)
21.   Thursday Lunch. (High Cotton)

9 not applicable or blank: 3 poor; 10 good; 29 very good; 37 excellent. 

Comment:  
0) Great
0) Wonderful, but why was it pulled so fast.  

1) Too much onion- couldn’t eat the chicken salad. 

2) Think about non meat eaters, soup was terrible, need more salad types. 

2) No cold soup. 

2) Ran out of food (salad fix in) for the last 30 or so, was all the soup suppose to be cold.

3) Tasty, lines moved well.

4) Fantastic.

4) Fabulous.

4) That crab & corn soup was great.

4) Great soups! These two meals were much better than 2 typical conf. meals.

4) Excellent caterers.

4) Just can’t say enough about the meals and snacks. Splendid!
4) Best food of any MG Conference in recent years.

4) So good and tasty.

4) Good, good.

4) Well done!

4) Loved it!

4) The best Crab Soup.

4) Good Food.

4) ***** (5 stars). 

22.    Thursday Dinner. (High Cotton)

10 not applicable or blank; 4 poor; 4 good; 11 very good; 62 excellent. 

Comment:  
0) Excellent (High Cotton) as always.

1) What about fish?  This is on the River??

2) Nice table decorations, food should have been better, Choice Chicken is cheap. 
2) More Vegetable varieties please pre seasoning is hard for people like me. 

4) Delicious!  These two meals were much better than 2 typical conf. meals.

4) Best food of any MG Conference in recent years!

4) Just can’t say enough about the meals and snacks. Splendid. 
4) Good, job.

4) Loved it!.

4) Good Food.

4) ***** (5 stars). 

4) Would like to move in w/ the cook.

4) Would have liked coffee service.

4) Fantastic.

4) Fabulous again.

4) Food Great & Plenty of it!.

4) Especially the peach cobbler. 

4) Beautiful stage floral design. Beautiful table scrapes.  Beautiful, delicious dinner,  fun speaker.

4) Great.

23.   Friday Lunch at Melrose and garden tour (Smoke Caterers)

_ not applicable or blank 1 poor; 2 good; 3 very good; 4 excellent. 

Comment:  

** Most forms collected before this

24.   Your comments on the overall conference.

14 not applicable or blank; 4 poor; 8 good; 18 very good; 45 excellent. 

Comment:  

0) The conference was very good overall and well planned. 

0) I would have preferred the garden tours held 5-1-08 to have been held 4-30-08 to allow me more time to see gardens.  (I was) unaware of at least 1 silent action item. 

0) Well put together glad to be a part on contributing. 

0) After a full day at the conference I had no reserves left to tour the gardens in 3 hours.  Would have liked more time to do that – a break somewhere. 

0) Great. Good idea not to have district meeting. 

0) Sound system somewhat muffled. Very regional. Not much info to take home to North MS.  Natchez has a wonderful but…

0) Extremely nice and helpful folks. Unfortunate that the projector could not be fixed/replaced for the last day, especially for the rose photos.   I wish the wheel barrow had been better announced as silent auction item. Boo hoo. 

0) Audio/Visual was very poor! Timetable was not always followed, otherwise good conference.

0) Coffee and water should be available throughout the conference.

1) Worse conference I’ve ever attended.  Coffee! Coffee!  Where was the coffee?   We travel a long way and spent the night in motel – came to conference expecting coffee, juice, etc.  How awful – Where did you spend our $60?   We would like coffee after dinner w/dessert also.  Not enough door prizes – Speaker were not interesting – Seem to be for Natchez – Why no refreshments on Fri?

4) No Coffee, Juice, etc in morning.  Loved Natchez.  Decorations beautiful.  Not enough door prizes.   Most speakers about Natchez.  No scheduled bathroom break.  Too much about roses.

1) Can’t believe you didn’t have breakfast – coffee – t-shirt, too cold. 
1) I did not get anything to take back!!  This was a waste of my time this year.  We traveled 6hrs – hotel- gas and nothing!!  I’m extremely disappointed.  I even took vacation from work to come!

2)  With conference starting @ 8am- coffee, juice & water should have been available-   The area for the am break was inadequate- as were the refreshments. Also felt that program needed time and speaker slots.  The Garden walking yours & cemetery tours were excellent & host families so gracious!!

2) There should always be drinks when meeting begins.   H20 or coffee something were ____ boring – at last break.  Free drinks – no refreshments.

2) This is the 1st one without coffee upon arriving

2) Lots of potential; should have been better, cut too many corners, need coffee, drinks available, better planning, organization, and more effort in local fund raiser. 

2) Walking tours and Thursday night dinner / program saved conference from a total washout.  Need Coffee & morning brunch – program/schedule was attractive but poorly compiled.  Not nearly enough signs out.  Tour – Host families were very gracious & welcoming

3) Lots of good speakers, tours great; speakers need to be in 30min segments & more breaks.  Liked the vendors.

3) Tour of Gardens & Homes was a wonderful idea & fun.   City cemetery was marvelous experience.

3) Speakers should have been assigned specific times-  The 40 min break Thursday was too long.  Thanks to all who opened their gardens to our group: a beautiful variety!  Nellie should have been stopped. Symphony Garden tour  tickets shouldn’t have been heavily promoted if you weren’t going to finish conf. by 11:30 – we’re not going to be able  to see much.

3) Didn’t like looking under the seats for door prizes.  Why not use the numbers we were given.  Was not fair.

3) More than enough on Natchez history and homes – Some speakers took too long.  30min. on one subject is enough.

3) Too regional, not much that could apply to us.

3) Speakers were good but could have used more hands on instead of just speaking.

3) Sound system was not good.   The “music” interruption should have been stopped!  What? No coffee, tea, fruit, pasties or “continental breakfast!

3) Natchez is beautiful; the people are great.  Audio and visual trouble marred an otherwise perfect conference. 
3) Maybe more variety in speaker would be good.  The history is good but too much is tiring.

3) Excellent for all volunteer conf staff.  State should purchase better quality video equip & 2 dedicated projectors for conference use & spare lamp for projector.

3) Congratulations for so much time energy and creativity invested in this conference!

3) Need to allow time for going over.

3) Maps on the original registration packet were not accurate. 

4) Excellent!  Fantastic!

4) One of the best you should be proud!

4) Very informative, interesting & fun.

4) As an intern I was very impressed and excited about the program.  Can’t wait till next year!

4) Good as any I’ve ever been to.

4) Thank you very much for a wonderful conference.  I appreciate your organization and hard work.  Everything was excellent.

4) It was very well organized and everyone was very hospitable.

4) Best one ever.

4) First one to attend & it will be hard to beat.

4) Make sure program gives different times for each speaker and schedule at least 15mintue breaks.  In fair to speakers for audience to have to leave while they are speaking. 

4) So well conceived, organized and presented.  Proud moment for Natchez and Adams County; MG lecturers were informative and it was an excellent conference. 

4) Coffee in am would be appreciated at beginning of each day.  A great place for the MG group.

4) Great.

4) Had a great time. Wish I had won a door prize.  

4) Superb!  Don’t rush the last speaker!

4) Too many speakers therefore we did not have enough time to go on the tours, much less enjoy them.

4) Thanks for starting – Stopping on time!

4) One long day of speakers could be broken up into hands-on demos or something more active.  Sitting is tiring. Overall it was excellent- nice stage display.

4) Very well done.  Know lots of work went into doing conference.

4) Done very well keeping on time. Coffee was great Thursday morning, missed having coffee Friday morning.

4) Great Job – put a lot into it

4) Outstanding programs, food, company.  Your hard work really shows & we appreciate all of that work that helped us to have such a grand time.  Thank you.

4) People going in and out makes too much noise.

4) Y’all did an impressive job- great speakers – good set up- just too much to see in short time!  Wonderful vendors.    Parking was an issue –took quite a while to find a space 2 blocks away. Thurs. A.M  

25. What would you like to see in the future? 

· More Educational, less humor.

· Growing your own worm casting.  How to deal with soil types that are not ideal .

· I would like to hear less of old homes and old roses and more of newer varieties of plants and gardening techniques + some hands-on educational classes.

· Something about small construction projects.  Ex. Ways to build trellises or boarders” etc.  More workshops.

· A continental breakfast would be nice.  Conference seemed to be too regionalized for southern MS as apposed to all of MS.

· More real information less pure entertainment.  More door prizes early on!

· That the hosting county not be given all the awards – Not fair to other counties.

· Always have coffee & Drinks upon arrival for morning meeting!   That put a spoiler on the whole program! What about a T-shirt??  My paper bag handle broke & I asked for another and was given a small plastic bag!! Come on!!

· More of a mixture, instead of all the same kind of thing together.

· Better Organization, more bands for the bucks.  Should have coffee, juice, and snack @ 7:00-8am arrival.

· Fewer Speakers so we can get the walking tours all in.  Final day to end on time for people that have to go to the other end of the state to go home.

· Form a committee from past conference chairpersons.  Take advantage of past experiences.

· Fewer but better speakers – more is not always better, Learn more how-to on gardening as opposed to history lessons.

· More time to see homes & Gardens – a Couple hrs was not enough.  Some speakers were too long winded

· Speakers should be selected who speak of plants / topics applicable to gardens statewide.

· Like the silent auction!   Propagation, propagation, propagation!

· More Demonstration (How-to) programs – not just speakers – practical gardening ideas – composting, care of tools. Programs on gardening structures.

· Something for everyone.

· Butterflies, Native plants, Naturalized gardening, earthworms, beneficial insects, wildlife gardening.

· More hands on demo speakers, Plant vendors w/unusual or new plants.   More healthy ( not all sweet) snacks for weigh watchers & diabetics.    

· Put Nellie Neil earlier.  She was best and was cut short.

· Audio/ Visual people should have copies at least 2 weeks prior to conference to work out bugs (Glitches).  Also a list of hardware require by speakers at least 2 weeks prior to conference.  I/E lapel mikes; hand miles/ wireless or otherwise.  Add N/A to rating as all attendees do not attend all meeting/presentations.

· It is extremely disappointing and disheartening to find NO aluminum can or plastic bottle recycling at the conference!!  Could the National Park Service spearhead an effort?  As gardeners we – of all groups – are conscious of protecting our natural resources.   * Planning each days activities/ sessions was difficult – preplanning out of the question

· More on landscaping.

· Opportunities to see the local things like this year.  Program on daylilies, propagation, wild flowers, natives.  Would have like continental breakfast and afternoon snack, but that’s why I’m so fat! 

· I was hoping it would end on time according to the printed schedule (due to other commitments).  

· Eddie mentioned he does an edible landscape presentation.  Put a large easel outside each main door with the program in large type on it.  Have a dance after dinner.

· This is the first one I have been to.  I felt like there were too many talks on roses in a row.  More variety.

· Hands on!

· Please have handout to accompany each presentation.  (Main points) (List of recommendations) (only a few were missing these).  * Your speakers have been marvelous.  Natchez has been great place for conference.  Adams county has been an excellent, gracious host.  Membership especially those that did not attend should be informed about what they missed by not attending.  Can’t say enough about the excellence of the event. Cret____- not enough down time to see gardens - very few people reached many of the gardens, not good for all the effort the owners put forth to get gardens prepared!!! 

· Need to work in more breaks.  Large numbers of people make for long lines.

· Loved the garden tours of the local private gardens, just allow enough time.  More about organic gardening & garden design.

· Break off into smaller groups (Like in G’Port conference years ago) for classes and/or workshops.  Have an option of a workday at a city garden site.  Give back, etc.  Get to know other MG’s  on regrow. 
· T-shirts – Canvas Tote bag.  It was nice easting from real plates.  Nellie Neal’s needs to be earlier- She is great! She needed more time.  Do her program from next years Conference.

· More time for Nellie Neal, less time for Eddie Rhodes yard art.

· Loved the garden tours. Didn’t have enough time for them.

· More on native plants, more on historic (19th cent.) plants.  Maybe a plant swap! (Esp. old time grandmother plants. More emphases on landscape design – sample schemes, list of plants for uses.  Also gardening for the sight impaired – handicapped – disabled – and the elderly.

· Speaker podium needs podium light.  Need more sessions on actual gardening techniques.  But speakers did a great job of speaking. 

· More “how to” demonstration, i.e. How to build, prune, graft etc.  Most presentations should be a maximum of 30 minutes.  Allow opportunities for questions after each presentation.

· No more yard junk.

· I would like to see more Master Gardener Merchandise.

· Old Garden plants.
