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· Our office is closed from 12:00-1:00 for lunch.  The front door will be locked and no one will be answering phones during this time.  Should you need to enter the building, come through the conference room door.
· Shelly no longer works with us.  This vacant position hasn’t been posted, so Karen is doing the work of 2 secretaries.  Thanks to the MGs who have helped with clerical tasks the past few weeks.
· Activity Report Forms may be left in the bin on the wall in the HortCenter.  Blanks may be picked up from same area.
· The main Conference Room is being used for 2-3 meetings/workshops some days.  Please call Karen to reserve the use of this room.  Be considerate of setting up/cleaning up in a timely manner.
· Call in advance if you’d like to borrow the MG camera.  It is locked in Susan’s office and she has the only key.


Please change… Betty Crane’s e-mail address to Cbettycrane4@aol.com





Call 841-9000 to sign-up for above Continuing Ed classes[image: image1.png]



MG Digital Camera


As you work on projects throughout 2008, please remember to photograph your work sessions (especially before/after shots).  These photos can be used by Susi Wade, our scrapbook chairman, or as documentation for MG award applications.
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Susan McGukin				Sherry C. Smith


Program Associate for Volunteer Management		Lee County Extension Director





MG Association Meeting


The August Association meeting will be held August 20th at 11:30 a.m. at the Lee County Extension Office.


Program:   FireWise – Jay Crouch
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CONTINUING ED. OPPORTUNITIES





August 6	Noon 		“Fall Floral Fashion” Quick Bite at Extension Office


				Instructor:  Lynette McDougald





August 11	6:00 pm	Learning Series:  Fall Gardening - Instructor:  Jay Crouch





August 11	6:30 pm	Wildlife Seminar (details on page 3)





August 13	Noon		“Keeping Lawn Weed Control Simple” Quick Bite at Extension Office


				Instructor:  Dr. Wayne Wells, Turfgrass Specialist





Oct. 16-17			Crystal Springs Fall Flower & Garden Fest


				Go to msucares.com/fallfest for schedule





Several lectures from ‘09 MS MG Conference are on-line.  Go to msmastergardener.org and click on Educational Programs, then Mr. Schauwecker’s “home page” to Successional Landscape.  Double click and it will download his program.
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“It is well to remember that the entire population of the universe, with one trifling exception, is composed of others.”


~Andrew J. Holmes





� HYPERLINK "http://static.howstuffworks.com/gif/willow/japanese-beetle-info0.gif" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:K1q4TTcJvT0YIM:http://static.howstuffworks.com/gif/willow/japanese-beetle-info0.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES





Butterfly Garden Workday – August 11 at 9:00 a.m.  Please come prepared to weed, deadhead, etc.





Short Program (15-30 minutes) needed for October 15.  Contact Susan if you have a program you’d like to present to your peers.





The following gardens continuously need to be weeded and deadheaded:


Sun Garden—Call Sylvia Cruise for details


Butterfly Garden—Call Donna Tucker for details


Bulb Garden—Call Becky May for details





Magnolia Botanical Garden


Go whenever you wish to.  Contact Susan Harkness at 566-2201 and let her know which chores you’re doing.


Primary need—deadheading roses (talk to Dr. Sloan if Susan isn’t available)


Other needs—Mild weeding, perennial trimming and thinning, shrub pruning and general maintenance in Native Plant area.  





HortCenter – The August calendar is full, but 2009 interns (and others with no experience working hortline) are encouraged to sign up along with a veteran so you can become familiar with answering questions from the public.  September will be the last month of operation for 2009.  Contact Bill Fisher to claim a date.








MG Digital Camera


As you work on projects throughout 2008, please remember to photograph your work sessions (especially before/after shots).  These photos can be used by Susi Wade, our scrapbook chairman, or as documentation for MG award applications.


 


 





Suggestion from a MG Intern – collect photos of perennial plants as they are blooming this summer.  These can be used at plant sale to encourage customers to buy plants.  Also, collect seeds to share.





Intern Badges/Certificates were presented during July meeting.  If you were unable to attend, please pick yours up from Susan.





Susan McGukin


Program Associate for Volunteer Management





Susan McGukin


Program Associate for Volunteer Management





“A Growing Experience”





Cool-Season Wildlife Food Plots





Carnival will be at the Agri-Center from September 24 – October 3





Community Exhibits, including Horticulture and Baked Goods


Check in September 23 from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m.


Check out October 6 from 2:00 to 5:30 p.m. (Community Exhibits)





Note:  Horticulture and Baked Good entries must be picked up on Thursday, September 24 from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.





Pick up a fair exhibit catalog at the Extension Office if interested in exhibiting.











Susan McGukin


Program Associate for Volunteer Management





The Lee County Extension Service will host a Wildlife Seminar on Tuesday, August 11th at 6:30 pm at their office at 5338 Cliff Gookin Blvd.  John Gruchy, a Private Lands Biologist with MS Department of Wildlife, Fisheries & Parks, he will touch on topics such as designing a food plot to meet your needs, preparation and soil fertility, selecting a cool-season forage that best meets your objectives and needs and herbicide use.  Contact the Extension Office at 841-9000 if you would like to sign-up.  Space is limited.
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Mountain Hydrangea


Fuji Waterfall





Laura and I just returned from a trip to Petals From The Past Nursery in Jemison, Al., where I was amazed to find every plant on my wish list.  The biggest surprise was Fuji Waterfall hydrangea.  I had found it at only one on-line site located somewhere far away and was going to have to trust UPS to bring it to me in a small cardboard box in a large brown truck.  The one I brought home was a beautiful, healthy blooming plant in a two-gallon pot.  





This double-flowered lacecap is absolutely fantastic with white flowers tinged with pink that cascade over dark tapered leaves giving a waterfall effect.  The nurseryman said it is just starting to be available in U.S. nurseries but is still very hard to find.  He thinks it will eventually be as successful as Lady in Red. 





The data sheet says full or part sun, so I put mine in a container so I can move it around until I find the site it likes best.  The bloom size is about 6 to 8 inches wide and it blooms from June until frost.  It stays white regardless of soil pH and mature height and width should be 5 X 5.





Everyone must have the Fuji Waterfall hydrangea for a container or shade garden.








MG Digital Camera


As you work on projects throughout 2008, please remember to photograph your work sessions (especially before/after shots).  These photos can be used by Susi Wade, our scrapbook chairman, or as documentation for MG award applications.
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President’s Message... 





Although there is somewhat of a summer lull in MG activities right now, the attendance at the monthly meetings is still very good.  It is encouraging to hear of the progress of the projects that are active and to have a new project (front triangle bed near Extension entrance) approved at the last meeting.  Keep up the good work.





~Sandy








LEE COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE UPDATES ~





  Remove any vegetable plants that have finished producing.  Continue to fertilize plants that are still         


           producing.


 Jot down names of annuals that performed well in your yard, as well as those that didn’t.  Make a note of any diseases or insect problems you had.  Keeping a Garden Journal will assist you                        as you select plants next spring. 


 Watch for Japanese  beetles.  Spray or dust with Sevin or use beetle traps.  


          (Remember to place downwind from your garden). 


 Continue to water 1 inch per week as needed.  If you must limit your watering, try to water perennials and grass to keep them alive.  Let annuals die.  


 Continue to watch for disease and insect problems in lawns.  Insects cause irregular dead areas while diseases cause well-defined dead areas.


 Weeds invade lawns this time of year, especially in evergreen lawns.  Use a recommended herbicide to spray weeds early this month.


 If your grass is dry, do not mow until you have watered or until it rains.  Mowing a dry lawn will further stress the turf and expose it to the drying effects of sun and wind.


 Review garden catalogs and select seeds for autumn planting.  Good choices for spring blooms include bachelor’s buttons and larkspurs.


 This is a good time of year to divide spring blooming perennials.  Dig clumps that have become crowded crowded and that have not been blooming as fully as past years.


 Watch your pots and hanging baskets carefully because the plants have grown and roots                      are fully developed.  Daily watering may be required. 


 


 


 





“Is your Garden Producing an Abundance of Produce?”  If so, please remember our charitable groups, such as Faith Haven and Salvation Army, who feed needy people on a daily basis.  They would appreciate donations of fresh fruits and vegetables!                     





Memo For Tomato Trial Participants





Please have your results of the tomato trial for me at the August meeting on Thursday, August 20.  I will need the total number for each category, A-B-C-D.  If you can’t be at the meeting, phone or e-mail me before the meeting if possible.  Phone number is 256-7398 e-mail is � HYPERLINK "mailto:alcionebill@yahoo.com" ��alcionebill@yahoo.com�.





Thanks Bill








  The 100 Hour Club—those with 100+ hours of Volunteer Service reported this year:


		Jay Crouch				Reggie Rose


		Bill Fisher				Charles Wood 


		Carl Oglesby





 Re-Certified MGs—Joan Ball, Jay Crouch, Edith Davis, Jim Davis, Becky May, Carl   


           Oglesby, Sandra Rea, Reggie Rose, Bonnie Sisk, Sandy Witt and Charles Wood





 Recently Certified MGs—Gordon Varner (over 90 hours – way to go!) and Kay Martin


 


Notes: 1) you have until November 30th to complete a minimum of 12 Education hours and 20 Service hours.  Interns need 40 hours of Volunteer Service; 2) the above recognitions are based on data entered through July 8, 2009.


 


 


	





Congratulations to...





AUGUST GARDENING CALENDAR








