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Christmas Potluck


December 9, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.


R & E Center, Verona


 


Special music by Luke Lothenore. 


The Association will provide fried and smoked turkey and paper products.





The meal will be “modified potluck.”  So we can be sure there will be a good variety of food, please e-mail Susi Wade or contact Susan McGukin with what you plan to bring and whether you’ll bring a guest.  See back page for a list of those who have RSVP’d as of December 1.





The Association will make a donation of $300.00 to Faith Haven. A collection for emergency admissions will be collected at the party.  





A representative of Faith Haven will attend as our guest. 


 


2009 Officers will be installed.


 


 


 


 


 








Dues of $22.00 are due now to Charles Wood, Treasurer.  


    $10—State dues


    $12—Local dues   
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Notices





Our Extension staff will be at a mandatory District Meeting all day on December 5th.  Judy Gentry and Betty Miller will be covering the office.





Our office will be closed for the Holidays from December 22 – January 5.





�





President’s Message…


It is a treat to work with you as we try to better our area with education and beautification projects.  I wish you a joyous Christmas season.  


Sandy
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Plant Profile 


Aspidistra – Cast Iron Plant   


by Bill Fisher





Cast Iron Plants are ideal for the average home gardener.  Like their cast iron namesake, they are tough, long lived, and hard to hurt.  They are perennial in zone 7 and form large open clumps that grow well in almost no light with very little care.  They don’t care what kind of soil you put them in, but will do better if it is well drained with plenty of organic matter.  A little fertilizer now and then will make them happy, though color patterns may disappear if grown in soil that is too rich.  If it gets too much sun, the plant will look bleached out and stressed.  It spreads by underground stems and can be divided in spring.





Cast Iron Plant is native to Asia.  Mine is Aspidistra Elatior ‘Hoshi Zora’ which means starry sky in Japanese.  It has 30-inch tall leaves lightly speckled with white dots (stars).  The leaves are very long lasting in arrangements.  Good 


companion plants for Aspidistra are Fatsia, 


Acanthus, Hosta, Iris, Lenten Rose, and 


Coral Bells.








Contact List


An updated contact list of all active MGs will be included in the January newsletter.  Please let Susan know a.s.a.p. if your address, phone number or e-mail address has changed recently.





Dues of $22.00 are now due to Charles Wood, treasurer.  His contact information is 188 CR 869, Saltillo, MS  38866 (841-0828).


_





New Master Gardener Training Course





February 24 – April 2


1:00 – 5:00 pm


Meets every Tuesday and Thursday





If you know of any interested person, have them contact the Extension Office for additional information.





2009 Projects 





Some Chairmen have turned in Project Proposals for the upcoming year, but a few more are due.  Please turn these in no later than December 9th to Susan McGukin.  If interested in working on a specific project, please call the Project Chairman.








December Gardening Tips 


 


   Cultivars of Camellia Japonica and Camellia Sasanqua that flower during late fall may be trimmed for shape after they bloom.  Wait until February or March to do heavy pruning.


    Enjoy reading thru and selecting new plants from all those gardening catalogs arriving in the mail.


    December is the last month to successfully plant spring-flowering bulbs such as tulips and hyacinths.


    Continue to rake and remove leaves from your turf.


   Plant bare-root, B&B and container grown trees and shrubs this month whenever the ground isn’t frozen or likely to freeze soon.


    After you’re sure shade and flowering trees are dormant, you may do major pruning.  


   The beginning of Winter is December 22nd.  After leaves fall, the shape of your yard is more apparent.  This is a great time to plan changes and additions.


 





 


 


 





Congrats to…


TCPS JMG Clover Kids upon receiving the Mr. Speaker’s Award for their Community Pride project.  Carolyn Crouch, Betsy Moore and Kirsten Sweatt will receive a $300 check. Way to go!
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Educational Presentations





Back by popular demand, MGs will continue to present 15-30 minute programs following each monthly business meeting.  Programs are needed for January – May and August – November.  Call Susan to claim a month.
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December 15 9:00 am





January 5


9:00 am





Greenhouse Workdays





2008 MG Christmas Dinner








Dressing					Kay (Jeff) Johnson


Sourdough bread 				Charles (Edwina) Wood


Grilled salmon				Betty (Millard) Lothenore


Blueberry dessert				Betty (Millard) Lothenore


Rice/vegetable dish				Becky (Teddy) May


Sweet potato casseroles (2)		Jay (Mabel) Crouch, Lucille (Stanley) Stone


Cranberry salad				Jay (Mabel) Crouch


Desserts (non-specified) 			Betty Crane, Becky (Teddy) May, Bill (Laura) Fisher


Kraut salad					Delano (Charles) Burdick


Sweet potato roll (dessert)		Sarah (Jim) Harris


Pennsylvania green beans		Sarah (Jim) Harris


Brownies					Edith and Jim Davis


Vegetable					Nancy (Robert) Lumsden


Fried turkey					Sandy Witt


Greens and Grits                                                  Susan (Don) McGukin


Needed:  iced tea and other beverages





If you RSVP’d and didn’t say what you plan to bring, please let Susan or Susi know.  Thanks!


		(Judy Griffie, Judi Gentry, Susi Wade, Donna Tucker, Priscilla(Foster) Booth)























The HortCenter has a new look - - - 	The ladies in Extension have re-organized some furniture.  In the process, you gained a neat credenza!  Susan did some house cleaning in there and condensed some files… but things are basically where they’ve always been.





Lost and Found - - - A pair of clippers and a black camera bag were found in the HortCenter.  Please claim these if they belong to you.  





Note - - - There are two sizes of flower presses in the HortCenter.  Please borrow and use if so inclined. 











Horticulture Club Winter Sale





The MSU Horticulture Club will be selling poinsettias, holiday cactus, paper whites, and amaryllis December 5th from 9:00-5:00 pm at the greenhouses behind Dorman Hall.





For more information, 


contact MSU’s Department 


of Plant and Soil Sciences 


at 662-325-2311.
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