[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.png]Coming

Soon



[image: image6.jpg]MISSISSIPPI STATE

UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION SERVICE



[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.bmp][image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]TER

GARDENER








[image: image11.bmp]















Susan McGukin







Program Associate for Volunteer Management


Sherry C. Smith







County Director

Mississippi State University, United States Department of Agriculture, Counties Cooperating
MS State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability or veteran status[image: image12.jpg]









Plant Profile


By:  Bill Fisher








November, 2007





November, 2007





November, 2007





January, 2011
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Has your e-mail address changed?  Have a new cell phone number?  An updated MG contact list will be printed and distributed at the January meeting.  Please inform Susan McGukin of any changes or updates so the list will be accurate.  





Charlotte L., Mary Nell, Nancy, Sandra, Judi G. and Delois for coordinating the gorgeous decorations and setting up the room so that we had a beautiful setting for our Christmas dinner.


all the great cooks who prepared delicious dishes for our Christmas dinner!  (We must get a committee together to work on a cookbook.  This would allow us to share recipes with each other… and could be an additional fundraiser).


Reggie Rose for planting winter annuals for the Elderly Program that we share space with.  They enjoy the beauty of nature!


the 2010 Association officers who decided to continue in their roles in 2011.                                  They provide great leadership for our large group.





� HYPERLINK "javascript:edit(26556)" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.clker.com/cliparts/c/7/d/2/1238703878344061006warszawianka_Camellia.svg.med.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





New MG Training Class


February 1 – March 10





Classes will be held every Tuesday and Thursday, from 10:00-2:30 pm at the Lee County Extension Office.  The cost is $85.00.  If you know of any interested candidates, have them call 841-9000 to request an application.  





Help recruit a wonderful new group!





President’s Message… 


Wasn’t Christmas wonderful!  I always look forward to it and then I am glad it is over for another year.  Now it is time to look forward to a great 2011!  The year looks to be a busy and productive one, with all the good projects in place and new ones to begin.  So many things to do and so little time – where do we start?  I wish you all a Happy New Year – now let’s see what we can do first!





~Susan Tackett





 





FYI… Judy Griffie has decided to go on the Inactive List due to work and family obligations.  She hopes to rejoin at a future date!





2011 Learning Series


The brochure is complete and will be distributed at the January meeting.  Some exciting classes are being developed.  





Instructors:  


At least three weeks before your presentation, give Susan M. a list of MSU publications to order and a 3-4 sentence paragraph press release.


At least 10 days prior to your presentation, give Susan M. any handouts that need to be duplicated.











Congrats…


Jeanette Emmons tabulated the totals for the Annual Report and the figures are amazing!


	Volunteer Hours		5,035	  		


	Continuing Ed Hours		954


Miles Driven			41,596	


	Number of Contacts		6,828	  


Thanks for everything each of you does to assist MSU Extension.  


Jeanette will continue to input volunteer information this year.  Please submit a form to her on a monthly basis.  New forms will be available at the January meeting.


 





Dues of $22.00 are NOW due to Charles Wood, treasurer.  You may bring your check to the January 20th meeting or mail to him at 188 CR 869, Saltillo 38866.  Thanks to the 36 of you who have already taken care of this.


_
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January Gardening Tips 


 


Prune Muscadines and Grapes and train them on to a wire fence.


Plant dormant B & B, container-grown and bare-root shrubs whenever ground isn’t frozen.


If ordering seeds from catalogs, do so early because this is the busy season for catalog companies.                                                                                                                          


During January, remove any remaining dead tops on biennials and perennials.


Plant Iris and Peonies when weather is mild.  Plant them shallowly with roots close to the top of the soil.  Use bone meal and heavily mulch.


Plant hardy woody vines such as Carolina Jessamine, Wisteria and Clematis when ground isn’t frozen and weather is mild.


Prune Evergreen shrubs such as hollies and junipers to shape them.  Be sure to prune top more narrow than base.  


Plant B & B, container-grown and bare root flowering and shade trees when ground is not frozen or likely to freeze soon.  Make sure to plant trees at the proper depth in a well-prepared hole and stake them to prevent swaying.  Never plant trees deeper than they were growing in the nursery.  Do not plant Southern Magnolia or Cherry Laurel until late February or March.


Plant bare root roses whenever ground is not frozen.  Trim long or broken roots and cut stems back to a healthy bud.  


Plant container-grown roses through April.


Plant B & B, container-grown and bare root fruit trees, vine fruits and bush fruits.


Submit soil samples for analysis.


Prune all fruit trees in January or first part of February.  Fertilize and spray your trees with dormant spray after pruning them.  Be sure to spray only when material has time to dry before freezing and before buds swell.


Plant nut trees.


Prune deciduous summer-flowering shrubs such as Butterfly Bush when wood is not frozen.


Replenish mulch around established trees.


Prune deciduous, dormant and evergreen shade trees unless sap is frozen.


Severely prune summer flowering trees such as Crape Myrtle to force spring shoots. 


Prune selectively to shape tree.  After pruning, fertilize with 5-10-15.


Plant onion sets and garlic cloves in beds.


 








 


 


 





Refreshments needed for Training





Susan McGukin will have a sign-up sheet available during the January/February meetings for volunteers to provide refreshments during the upcoming MG course… or you may contact her if you’d like to help.  These classes are also a great opportunity for you to get a refresher on a topic you may wish to learn more about!  
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New Year’s Challenge….


Please start 2011 off by turning in a monthly account of your MG activities to Jeanette Emmons.  This could be done the same date each month or at the monthly meeting.  Remember, the new reporting year began 12/1/10.
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Mark your calendar





Continuing Ed Opportunities


January 11	Learning Series “Raised Bed Gardens for Beginners – Tree and Shrub Care”


6:00 p.m. at the Extension Office.  Instructors:  Jay Crouch and Reggie Rose








Volunteer Opportunities


Greenhouse Workdays


	January 17 and 31 and Feb. 14 and 21 at 9:00 a.m. each day





Producer Advisory Council Registration – Lee County Agri-Center


	February 17 from 8 am – until 		  8 MGs needed; call Susan M. if interested





New Albany Home and Garden Show


	March 25-26  		Tim Burress says they may also need help on the 24th.  


				Details will be listed in February newsletter.	














Mississippi State University/Lee County Extension Service


“A Growing Experience”
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Tequila Sweet Bell Pepper





All sweet bell peppers start out green and change colors as they ripen.  Tequila takes this trait farther than the other varieties, going through four color changes.  The peppers start out green, then when about an inch and a half across the color changes to orange-yellow, then deep purple.  When finally ripe you’ll have a sweet red pepper.





As the plant grows there will be peppers at different stages with constantly changing colors and they can be harvested at any stage.  Buy healthy plants with clean green foliage and plant them in full sun in fertile well-drained soil.  All peppers need a complete garden fertilizer, preferably one higher in phosphorous.  Maturity is about 72 days after transplanting.  Harvest at any color stage to add color to salads.  





Tequilas are attractive and interesting plants, so I include them in beds with ornamentals.


They were a 2007 Mississippi Medallion Award winner.











NE MS Master Gardeners





Association Meeting


January 20th at 11:00 a.m.


Lee County Extension Office





2011 Projects will be reviewed.  Each chairman should prepare a one-minute summary to report.  This is your chance to recruit additional help, if needed.





Please bring any small plastic pots you have to the greenhouse for the plant sale group to use.  Be sure to put these behind the greenhouse (several people have left pots near the greenhouse door and the wind has blown them all over the parking lot).














