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MG Digital Camera


As you work on projects throughout 2008, please remember to photograph your work sessions (especially before/after shots).  These photos can be used by Susi Wade, our scrapbook chairman, or as documentation for MG award applications.
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Susan McGukin				Sherry C. Smith


Program Associate for Volunteer Management		Lee County Extension Director





MG Association Meeting


July 16—11:30 a.m. Lee County Extension Office 


Program:  Reggie Rose


Topic:  Bonsai
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CONTINUING ED. OPPORTUNITIES


July 9		10:00-6:00 	Summer Celebration at UT/Jackson


				Theme:  Sedums and Succulents


				605 Airways Boulevard – 731-424-1643


Go to west.tennessee.edu/events/SummerCeleb.asp for details


				$5.00 admission


There is also a list of classes posted on HortCenter bulletin board. Contact Susan McGukin if directions are needed.





July 9		Noon		Native Plants Quick Bite at Extension Office


Come join Dr. Lelia Kelly, via interactive video, as she shows you how to use native plants in your home landscape.  Call 841-9000 to reserve a seat.





Oct. 16-17			Crystal Springs Fall Flower & Garden Fest


				Go to msucares.com/fallfest for schedule











Do not pinch Dahlias and Chrysanthemums after July 1 or you might disrupt the fall blooms.


Peppers, tomatoes, okra, cucumbers and eggplants should be fertilized every six weeks during growing season.  Use 5 10-15 at a rate of 1 lb. per 10 feet.


Use a snail bait or shallow pans of stale beer to kill snails and slugs if you notice they are damaging your Caladium, Coleus, Hosta or other plants.


Water plants, vegetables and grass with one inch of water per week when there is no significant rain.


For fall color, plant Zinnia, Cosmos, Sunflower and Marigold seeds this month.


To retain their quality, plunge harvested melons and sweet corn in an ice water bath for 20 minutes prior to storing.


Carefully watch for diseases and insects on flowers.  Fast, succulent growth is very susceptible to spider mite, aphid, thrip, leaf hopper and worm damage.  For a good all-around control, use Orthene.


Cut summer grasses often to prevent browning.


Fertilize summer grasses like Zoysia, Bermuda and St. Augustine with a high-nitrogen lawn fertilizer.


Centipede usually doesn’t need fertilizing unless it is yellow or light green at which time it should be fertilized with a centipede specific-fertilizer.  This application is good for 90 days.


Watch for disease and insect problems in lawn.  Insects cause irregular dead areas while diseases cause well-defined dead areas.


Watch for lacebug damage on Azaleas and Pyracantha.  Damaged leaves will have a silver appearance.  Use Orthene to control.


Evergreen shrubs such as Red Tip Photinia, Burford Holly and Box Leaf Holly may be shaped by trimming new growth.  Avoid removing all of the new shoots and cutting into last year’s growth.





Bearded Iris can be dug up and divided.  The foliage can also be cut back into a fan.  





Deadhead spent flowers as soon as they become unattractive unless the seeds are going to be harvested.   Allowing seeds to   develop reduces the vigor of plants and produces fewer flowers.





VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES





Call Reggie Rose if interested in helping with MG Learning Series Class “Gardening with Children” to be held July 14th at Tupelo Creative Commons.


The following gardens continuously need to be weeded :


Sun Garden—Call Sylvia Cruise for details


Butterfly Garden—Call Donna Tucker for details


Bulb Garden—Call Becky May for details


Magnolia Botanical Garden


Go whenever you wish to.  Contact Susan Harkness at 566-2201 and let her know which chores you’re doing.


Primary need—deadheading roses (talk to Dr. Sloan if Susan isn’t available)


Other needs—Mild weeding, perennial trimming and thinning, shrub pruning and general maintenance in Native Plant area.  





MG Digital Camera


As you work on projects throughout 2008, please remember to photograph your work sessions (especially before/after shots).  These photos can be used by Susi Wade, our scrapbook chairman, or as documentation for MG award applications.


 


 











Susan McGukin


Program Associate for Volunteer Management





Susan McGukin


Program Associate for Volunteer Management





“A Growing Experience”








Speakers needed for the August, September, October and November meetings.  Let Susan know if 


you’d like to present one of 


these 15-minute programs.  





Susan McGukin


Program Associate for Volunteer Management
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GREEN HAWTHORN


“Winter King”                                





Ornamental trees are an integral part of the home landscape.  Green Hawthorn ‘Winter King’ is among the best, because it has all the characteristics that make a tree attractive in all four seasons.  Its handsome bark, which is clearly visible in winter, is gray on its larger branches and trunk and exfoliates in patches, revealing coppery, green and gray colors underneath.





In spring and summer, the branches carry small, dark-green, shiny leaves.  In late spring and early summer large clusters of small, white flowers line its branches in profusion, almost hiding its foliage.





The tree really shines in autumn with its fall foliage of yellow and gold tinged with red and purple.  The branches are lined with clusters of half-inch red fruits in early fall and remain on the tree through the winter right into spring.





At maturity it reaches 20 to 25 feet high and 30 feet wide.  It’s not a tree you’ll climb more than once because of its inch-log thorns along its branches.  The thorns are only a small drawback to this other-wise outstanding tree.











MG Digital Camera


As you work on projects throughout 2008, please remember to photograph your work sessions (especially before/after shots).  These photos can be used by Susi Wade, our scrapbook chairman, or as documentation for MG award applications.
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President’s Message...


What a wonderful summer picnic!!! Thank you Jeanette and Ray Emmons for sharing your great home and gardens with us. I hope all of you have a safe and happy 4th of July holiday. Treasure our country, and LET FREEDOM RING.				


~Sandy





Happy Independence Day!





Thanks to all our veterans!











“If a window of opportunity appears, don’t pull down the shade.”





~Tom Peters














FREE ORGANIC FERTILIZER


One of our local big box stores received the wrong product from Miracle Grow.  Since it isn’t listed in their computer, they can’t sell it and it costs more to ship it back than it’s worth.  The nursery guy called me and wished to donate it to the Master Gardeners.  It may not be your first choice in fertilizer, but next time the donation may be a true treasure!  


I hope that all demo gardens and children’s gardens can use several bags.  Also, it’s available to anyone for home use on a first-come, first-go basis.  Most of it is temporarily stored in the greenhouse.  Please come help yourself to as much as you can use.  I started with 63 (20 lb.) bags!








Summer Schedule… During July and August, we’re all spending extra time in our gardens, going on vacations, etc., so there are a very few planned MG training or volunteer opportunities.  Our goal each year is for you to complete most of your requirements by June, though some of you always procrastinate!  Let Susan know of any topics you’d enjoy a training on this fall.  Contact project chairs, if you need service hours.  





Several of you need to submit your activity report forms (documenting December 2008 – June 2009) to Jim Davis ASAP!





“It’s not so much how busy you are, but why you are busy.  The bee is praised; the mosquito is swatted.” 





~Marie O’Conner





UT/Jackson Trip… was enjoyed by all who attended!  We spent two hours touring the Research Center grounds with Horticulturist Carol Reese and learned about many new plants.  Carol suggested Casey Jones’ Restaurant for lunch and joined us, so we enjoyed her humorous dialog during the delicious meal.    *Note:  3 hours of continuing ed credit earned.





Rita Randolph’s Nursery was a delight to visit.  We came back with loads of unusual plants.  Rita, a nationally recognized container garden speaker/author, has invited us back next spring when her nursery is fully stocked.  She closes for the season on July 11th.  





Those who travelled to Jackson hope others will be able to go soon, maybe to “Summer Celebration” on July 9th (details on Continuing Ed list).





JULY GARDENING CALENDAR








