MISSISSIPPI MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION (02-09)

By Laws

Article I

 

The name of this non-profit organization is the Mississippi Master Gardener Association (MMGA).

 

Article II

 

The Corporations year shall be January 1 through December 31 of each year.

 

Article III

PURPOSE

 

Section 1.  The purpose of the organization is to promote responsible horticultural practices and education in accordance with the research and recommendations of the Mississippi State University (MSU) Extension Service.  The organization is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, and educational purposes within the meaning of 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue law.  No Substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the Corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements), any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to) any candidate for public office.”
 

Section 2. .  Process.  The methods and techniques to accomplish this objective on a statewide level are as follows: 
1. Recommend standard training materials.
2. Encourage the annual Master Gardener certification process.
3. Develop standard horticultural programs that aid the community throughout the state.
4. Organize, sponsor and encourage participation in the annual Mississippi Master Gardener Conference.
5. Continue to identify deficiencies in the program and recommend change.
6. Provide opportunities for association members in different areas of the state to meet and exchange similar horticultural interests.
7. Promote continuing horticultural education among MMGA members.
8. Encourage Mississippi Master Gardeners to join and participate in this statewide organization.
9. Promote a Master Gardener enrollment program that encourages applicants interested in serving the community.
10. Assist Master Gardeners in fulfilling their basic volunteer commitments.

 

Article IV
MEMBERSHIP

 

Section 1.  Membership is open to  active Master Gardeners, Master Gardener Interns, Associate Master Gardeners and Friends of Master Gardeners.

Section 2 Definitions
Active Master Gardeners are association members who, during the current year, have been:

· certified (completed their 40 hour training and paid back their 40 hour service commitment)

· recertified (completed their yearly requirement of 20 service hours and 12 educational hours)

· certified by the county MG coordinator as an out of state transfer from another approved Master Gardener program


 Master Gardener Interns are trainees who have not completed their education and/or volunteer hours.


Associate Master Gardeners are Mississippi State University Extension Professionals


Friends of Master Gardeners are spouses and friends designated by Master Gardeners.


 

 

Section 3 .  The voting right is limited to active Master Gardeners   who are current dues paying members of the association. Interns, Associates and Friends of Master Gardeners do not have voting privileges.  

 

Section 4. The Board of Directors will determine the required dues amount. Associate Master Gardeners and Friends of Master Gardeners will not pay dues.

 

Section 5.  State dues are not required to continue as a Master Gardener.  However, benefits provided by the MMGA will not be given to those persons who have not paid the required state dues.

 

 
Article V
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 

Section 1.  Each of the four districts as established administratively by the MSU Extension Service will be represented by three Board Members and one Alternate Board Member to represent the district for a period of three years. 
One-third of the Board Members will be replaced each year at the annual meeting.  When conducting Board business, the Alternate Board Member  may vote only when filling the vacant position of a Board member.    If not currently on the Board of Directors, the immediate past president will also be a nonvoting Board Member.  Only active Master Gardeners who have paid state association dues are eligible to be a member of the Board of Directors.  The term of the Board Members shall begin January 1 after the annual election at the State Master Gardener Convention. Alternate Board Members are encouraged to attend all Board meetings.

Section 2.  Motions presented to the Board will be decided by a majority of Board Members present.
    
 

Section 3  The office of any Board Member may be declared vacant by the Board of Directors upon failure of that member to attend without adequate reason two consecutive officially called Board of Directors meetings.  The Alternate Board Member will represent and fulfill the term of any Board Member should the Board Member not be able to represent his district and fulfill his term as a Board Member.

 

Section 4  District caucus will elect the Board Members and Alternates 

 

Section 5.  The term for an officer shall be 1 year but may be re-elected. Positions that become vacant will be filled by election by the new Board of Directors at the Annual Meeting with the outgoing or current President presiding over the meeting.  Vacancies that occur during the year will be filled by election at the next regularly scheduled board meeting.

 

Article VI
DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS

 

Section 1.  The President shall
a.  Preside at all board meetings and conferences
b.  Appoint all Sub-Committees.  The chairman of the sub-committee must be one of the board members.  The remaining members must be association members who are active Master Gardeners. 
c. Work with the Treasurer on the budget.
d.  Cosign checks with the Treasurer.
e.  Assist the Area Representative hosting the current annual conference.

 

Section 2.  The Vice President shall
a.  Assist the President
b.  Attend Sub-Committee meetings at the President’s request.
c.  Assume the duties of Chairman of the Charter and By-Laws Sub-Committee.
d.  Secure and reserve the meeting rooms and necessary furnishings.
e.  Assist the Area Representative hosting the current annual conference.

 

Section 3.  The Secretary shall
a.  Maintain and publish the minutes of the meeting.
b.  Be responsible for all correspondence.
c.  Be a member of the newsletter committee.
d  Assist the Area Representative hosting the current annual conference.

 

Section 4.  The Treasurer shall
a.  Receive all dues and monies for the association.
b.  Maintain a two party checking account along with the President.
c.  Give an accurate Treasurer’s report at all board meetings.
d.  Present financial records for audit on a quarterly basis to the State MG Coordinator.
e.  Assist the Area Representative hosting the current annual conference.

f.  Maintain an updated list of all members of the organization

 

Section 5.  The Newsletter Editor shall
a.  Attend all called Board meetings.
b.  Publish a newsletter.     
c.  Hold a non-voting position unless the Editor is also a board member. 

 

Section 6.  The Programs Director shall
a.  Coordinate with the four Area Representatives on the successful local programs that can be standardized throughout the state.  Submit completed programs, including material and manpower requirements to the State MG Coordinator for statewide distribution.
b.  Assist the Area Representative hosting the current annual conference.

 

Section 7.  Education and Training Director shall
a.  Promote the standardization of training materials.
b.  Seek out deficiencies, if any, basic and advanced training sessions.
c.  Keep Board Members aware of nearby state and national MG conferences.
d.  Publish and update a list of public and private gardens, arboretums and similar areas of interest to Mississippi Master Gardeners.

 

Article VII

DISPOSITION OF FUNDS

 

Upon dissolution of Organization, any remaining funds will be donated to the Mississippi State University Department of Plant and Soil Science for Horticultural Student Scholarships or to the Mississippi State University Arboretum.

 
Article VIII
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION SERVICE
MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM FUND

 

Thirty dollars of each Master Gardener Trainee’s fee will be granted back to the Mississippi State University Extension Service as a gift in support of the State Master Gardener Coordinator’s Program with a quarterly accounting to the State Master Gardener Association Board.  

 

Article IX

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

 

The Revised Robert’s Rules of Orders shall govern the business of the Association.

 

Article X

 

Proposed Amendments to this Association shall be presented for approval in writing by any member in good standing to the Board of Directors at least 60 days prior to the Annual Meeting.  Upon approval by a majority of the Board of Directors, the proposed amendment shall be presented to the members for their approval at the annual meeting.  A two-thirds (2/3) majority of the members present is required for approval of the proposed amendment.
