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Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
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March Meeting—18th at 11:30 a.m.


Lee County Extension Office (Back Kitchen)





Educational Program – “Heirloom Seeds” by Russ Hutcheson





WELCOME. . .


 to these future MGs who have just begun their 40 hour training: 


 


Tina Betts�
Margaret Gratz�
�
Christie Brooks�
Tim Hale�
�
Beverly Chappell�
Susie Harmon�
�
Martha Crockett�
Judy Hester�
�



		











 








President’s Message… 


Do you remember ever having such a cold February?  Me either.  As I write this, I think snow may again be in the forecast.  However, we did have a few warm days at the end of the month, so all is well.  The February monthly meeting went well.  We have so many wonderful and fun things to look forward to as spring arrives – festivals all around, gardening workshops and expos, and a group of excited MGs.  Speaking of that, the new MG class got off to a great start February 23rd.  We had a nice luncheon for them, met everyone, told them about the projects and how they will enjoy helping with those, and then they all got to work with the MSU horticulture folks.  I feel that even though this is a small group of eight, they will be active and stay with us – hope so.  I look forward to seeing all of you at the March meeting.  Also, be thinking about going to the State MG Conference in June – will be in Southaven – details later.





~Susan T.
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Start digging and separating your perennials to donate to the plant sale.  Digging, potting, fertilizing and watering counts as volunteer time.  Set a goal to have everything in pots by APRIL 1st, then          fertilize so plants will be hardy by April 17th.





       HORTCENTER IS OPEN…


Volunteers working there should commit to working 10-12 and 1-3 (swap with another MG if conflict arises) because we’ve heavily promoted this “help” center and the hours it’s staffed.


Place completed forms in the tray inside Karen’s front window.


Encourage use of msucares.com to eliminate as much snail mail as possible.  (Please try to never mail the thicker publications.  Many Extension clients are willing to drop by and pick up information).


Extra help (1 MG per day) is needed to work the week of April 12th to answer calls about the Plant Sale.  


Please refrain from going on Facebook on MSU computers as viruses have been detected. 


Help keep room tidy because it is used for other purposes.








Learning Series Instructors:


Dr. Kelly has again expressed an interest for Lee County to submit PowerPoint Presentations to be used statewide by other Master Gardeners.  These would be posted on a secured site with access only by MS MGs and MSU Extension.  Susan Tackett is willing to help you credit your photos, etc. if you’d like assistance.  Everyone has the right to decide whether to share their work.  If you decide to submit a presentation, be sure to add “Lee County Master Gardener” after your name on the title page.  Let Susan T. know ASAP if you’d like your program submitted.  She will collect all and copy them onto a CD for Dr. Kelly.
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A garden is a grand teacher.  It teaches patience and careful watchfulness; it teaches industry and thrift; above all                    it teaches entire trust.





~Gertrude Jekyll





March Gardening Calendar 


 


Dig, separate and reset perennials early in March before the new tops become too large and are broken easily.


Plant cabbage, broccoli, lettuce, cauliflower and onion plants after the danger of hard freezes.


To get rid of disease and insects, remove old mulch from around roses after pruning.  Replace with clean pinestraw.  Do not pile mulch against lower stems or crowns.


Fertilize all spring-blooming vines and shrubs after they bloom.  


Apply 15-15-15, a good starter fertilizer, on new and emerging plants.  In 6-8 weeks, switch to 5-10-15 (a good flower and fruit fertilizer) and continue on that schedule for remainder of season.


While the ground is cool during March or early April, plant roots or plants of hardy perennial herbs such as mint, lemon balm, oregano and lavender.  They need time to grow before hot weather arrives.


Watch for snails and slugs on emerging perennials, especially Hosta.  Use a snail bait to control.


Set out hardy annuals, perennials and biennials such as Shasta Daisy, Foxglove, and Sweet William after the danger of heavy freezes.


Fertilize roses immediately after pruning.  Begin a complete rose spraying program as soon as new leaves appear. 


As you plant vegetables, fertilize with 15-15-15 at a rate of 1 lb. per 10 ft.  Fertilize again in 6 weeks.


Near the end of March, shallowly pot Caladium & Elephant Ear tubers and keep them inside.  This will ensure better early color when you set them out in late April after the ground warms up.


In March, prepare your vegetable garden area for April planting whenever the soil is dry.  Prepared beds will dry out faster than ground that is left flat.


Fertilize houseplants with a full strength, water-soluble, liquid fertilizer every time you water.


The best time of the year to set strawberries is March.  Plant them in beds of well-prepared soil with good drainage.


Heavy structural pruning of evergreen shrubs can be done in March.  Try not to remove all the leaf area on broad-leaf evergreens like Cleyera and Burford Holly.  Don’t prune narrow-leaf evergreens like Junipers too severely.


Prune deciduous spring-blooming shrubs (those that bloom on growth from last year) like Forsythia, Flowering Quince, Azalea and Spiraea after they finish blooming.


In March, plant Southern Magnolia in a well-prepared hole at the correct depth.  Water newly planted trees thoroughly even if the ground is wet.


Check indoor plants for spider mites, mealy bugs and scale.  Use a systemic insecticide to control them.


Plant hardy woody vines such as Gold Flame Honeysuckle and Clematis during March and April.


Plant rosemary, oregano and thyme so they’ll get a good start on the season.  Plant or seed basil, fennel and dill after danger of frost has passed.


Houseplants exhibit a growth spurt in the spring and may need more water at this time.  Also, mist with plain water on a regular basis.


Spring flowering trees such as Bradford Pear, Flowering Cherry and Flowering Crabapple may be pruned after they finish blooming.  Fertilize these trees as soon as petals fall.


Finish pruning roses in early March.  Ever blooming types like Floribundas and Hybrid Teas should be pruned severely to force healthy new growth.  Climbing cultivars such as “New Dawn” and climbing hybrid teas should be pruned by thinning out older canes and leaving long, young branches which produce the best blooms.


 








 


 


 








Plant Sale


April 17th


8:00 am – Noon


Save this date and plan to volunteer.


Details will be in the April newsletter.

















Susan McGukin	 


Program Associate for Volunteer Management			








“A Growing Experience”








Thank you to… 


Delano, Jay, Sylvia, Nellie, Mary Nell, Sandy R., Bonnie and William for volunteering their time at the registration table during the recent district Producer Advisory Council.  This is one of the largest Advisory Councils in the USA!


The 2010 Officers for providing a delicious luncheon and wonderful welcome to our new group last week.


The committee of Susan T., Russ, Sarah, Kay M. and Sandy W. for their diligent work on State Award applications.





March, 2010 – Page Four








Pizza Farm is cancelled for this Spring due to a scheduling conflict.  It may be offered in September. 


 








Misplaced MG Badge?


Several of you have told me that you’ve misplaced your MG Badge.  I plan to place an order to MSU next Thursday, so submit your name and the year you became certified if you need a replacement badge.
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St. Joseph’s Lily


Hippeastrum Johnsonii (Bermuda Spice Lily)





It’s hard for me to think of the Easter season without thinking of hiding Easter eggs in big clumps of beautiful St. Joseph’s Lilies.  





This hardy relative of amaryllis was developed by a watchmaker named Johnson in England in the late 1700’s.  It is reportedly the first hybrid amaryllis ever produced.


It’s a brilliant red dynamo with a strong spicy fragrance which explains why it’s also called Bermuda Spice Lily.





The St. Joseph’s Lily blooms in mid-spring, usually with more than one flower stalk per bulb and 5 or 6 blooms per stalk.  Mother bulbs will set smaller bulbs on the side to create a large patch over time.





For it to do its best, plant like you would any lily: fertile, well-drained soil, plenty of sun, adequate food and water.  It’s so tough; however, that it will survive just about any growing conditions.  The biggest problem you may have is finding some bulbs.  This appears to be almost entirely a pass along plant.





These lilies don’t like to be moved and often take some time to re-establish themselves.


So if yours don’t bloom the year they are moved, don’t be too disappointed.  They are well worth waiting for.





The lily is associated with Joseph, the spouse of Mary, through an ancient legend that he was chosen from among the unmarried men of the house of David by the blossoming of his staff like a lily.  The biblical passage, “The just man shall blossom like the lily.” is applied to St. Joseph in the liturgy of the Roman Catholic Church for his feast day, May 1st.








A representative from Farley Farms will have MG shirts for sale at New Albany on March 27.  Cindy plans to have our February order ready for pick up that day (so take your checkbook and pick up your shirts).  Susan M. will get orders for anyone not able to attend. 
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