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NEW COMMITTEE:  STATE AWARDS APPLICATIONS

Susan Tackett has agreed to chair a committee to assist with Annual MG Awards for 2010.  Committee members are Jennifer Caldwell, Sarah Harris, Russ Hutcheson and Susi Wade. According to Chairperson Susan, "This is simply a committee to help in any way possible with getting awards ready for next June at the State Conference.  Awards have to be submitted 90 days before the convention, so that puts submission in March of 2010.  I didn't realize there were so many awards available to try for.  As you know, our association did extremely well last year, so we just want to assist in repeating that excellence!  I have asked Susi Wade to be a member of the committee, as she did such a superior job with the scrapbook, which showcases our entire year of projects and serves as a history for each year of activity.  If you would like to be involved with this committee, please contact me at 401-1496.  I am working on a simple form for those who have projects and will help with documentation of activities.  Russ Hutcheson is our official photographer, but there is other information that would be good besides the actual pictures.  I will bring this form to our September meeting and go over it.  Again, let me reiterate, we are only offering to assist those who have already done such a superior job--we are not trying to do anything different with submissions, after all, how would one improve on perfection?    Last year was the first MG State Conference that I had attended and it was very exciting with lots of good information.  We can be extremely proud of our group--I would say that we serve as an example of one of the best in the state! See you at the September meeting."








Call 841-9000 to sign-up for Continuing Ed classes to be held at the Lee County Extension Office. [image: image16.jpg]MISSISSIPPI STATE
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MG Digital Camera


As you work on projects throughout 2008, please remember to photograph your work sessions (especially before/after shots).  These photos can be used by Susi Wade, our scrapbook chairman, or as documentation for MG award applications.
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Dues of $22.00 are due now to Charles Wood, Treasurer.  
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Susan McGukin				Sherry C. Smith


Program Associate for Volunteer Management		Lee County Extension Director





MG Association Meeting


The monthly Association meeting will be held September 17th at 11:30 a.m. at the Lee County Extension Office.


Program:  Proper Coding on Activity Reports – Jim Davis


Please bring your activity sheets to the Davises!  (Remember to count State Conference classes, if you attended).


There will be a Board meeting at 10:00 – Officers only.


There will be a 10:30 meeting, prior to the Association meeting, to review the 2009 Learning Series.  All instructors should make an effort to attend.
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CONTINUING ED. OPPORTUNITIES





Sept. 8	6:00 pm	Perennials/Container Gardening Learning Series class 


				Instructors:  Lucille Stone and Susan Tackett





Sept. 11-13			Hummingbird Migration Celebration


				Strawberry Plains Audubon Center, 285 Plains Road, Holly Springs


				Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.msaudubon.org" �www.msaudubon.org� or call 252-1155 for details


				Credit varies according to how long you attend lectures





Sept. 14	6:00 pm	“Exciting Time to be a Gardener” at the North MS R&E Center in Verona


				Instructor:  Norman Winter


				MGs and public welcome to attend.





Oct. 13	6:00 pm	Fall and Holiday Decorating with Natural Materials Learning Series class


				Instructor:  Charlotte Lindley





Oct. 16-17	Fall Flower and Garden Fest


Crystal Springs Truck Crops Experiment Station


				Go to msucares.com/fallfest for more information





Note – for those in need of hours, Susan McGukin urges you to participate in the above opportunities.  These are all the classes she knows are being offered for the remainder of 2009.
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If you have anything temporarily stored in the HortCenter, especially on the floor, please remove it by September 9th.  Everything, except heavy furniture, must be moved so carpet can be cleaned on the 11th.  








VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES





Judges needed for horticulture and baked goods at the Fair on September 24th.  Call Susan if interested.





3-4 volunteers are needed to plan/decorate for the Christmas party.  This group would also be responsible for purchasing the meat and needed paper products.  Let Susan know if interested.  





It’ll soon be time to write and submit State MG Award applications.  You may wish to write one of these.  Our group does so many great things… so we need to let the state


know!  Susan Tackett is chairing a committee to accomplish this, so let her know if


you wish to assist.





One or more MGs are needed to teach a Youth Horticulture group 


at the Extension office.  (details on page 2 of the newsletter)








MG Digital Camera


As you work on projects throughout 2008, please remember to photograph your work sessions (especially before/after shots).  These photos can be used by Susi Wade, our scrapbook chairman, or as documentation for MG award applications.


 


 





A special thank you to Sherry Smith and Extension -- the water line near the picnic table sprang a major leak last week and Sherry was able to have the county maintenance man make the repair.  All who use it need to be careful not to tug too hard on the hoses.  The space around the pipe needs to be packed tightly with dirt at all times.  This repair saved the MGs $100+ for a plumbing bill.





� HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/bthumb/IMZ/IMZ002/akr0045.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fotosearch.com/clip-art/carrots.html&usg=__UJKs1zarnQ8uAendjwmterATCDY=&h=170&w=170&sz=7&hl=en&start=19&tbnid=xyxMvM2WrAjrDM:&tbnh=99&tbnw=99&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcarrotsclipart%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:xyxMvM2WrAjrDM:http://www.fotosearch.com/bthumb/IMZ/IMZ002/akr0045.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Susan McGukin


Program Associate for Volunteer Management





Susan McGukin


Program Associate for Volunteer Management





“A Growing Experience”





Japanese Fatsia                           


Aralia Sieboldii    





With it’s huge leaves that are deeply lobed and slightly serrated, Fatsia looks like an ivy plant on hormones.  Despite a tender appearance, this tropical looking, shrub is as tough as old boots once established.  It has gorgeous glossy, deep green palmate leaves and in autumn, creamy white flowers followed by round black fruit.  It makes a great feature in an exotic-style garden and teams well with bamboos and grasses.  In our climate it likes light, dappled shade.





Put Fatsia in humus rich, acidic, moist well-drained soil.  During growing season, provide a monthly feeding of a balanced fertilizer.  If leaves turn yellow, provide iron.  It needs plenty of room, growing 5 to 8 feet tall and wide and has no serious pests or disease problems.





Fatsia was introduced to Europe in 1838.  In Japan, it was traditionally planted on the north side of the home to ward off bad spirits.  Mine are planted on the south side under a large white oak, and I’ve not noticed any bad spirits around our house.  It makes a great background plant for hostas and hydrangeas, and goes well with large ferns. 








Carnival will be at the Agri-Center from September 18 –27





Community Exhibits, including Horticulture and Baked Goods


Check in September 23 from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m.


Check out October 6 from 2:00 to 5:30 p.m. (Community Exhibits)





Note:  Horticulture and Baked Good entries must be picked up on Thursday, September 24 from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.





Pick up a fair exhibit catalog at the Extension Office if interested in exhibiting.











Susan McGukin


Program Associate for Volunteer Management
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The 4-H Program has several members, ages 11-13, who are interested in learning more about flower and vegetable gardening.  Belvia, our Ag Agent, has suggested a monthly Youth Horticulture Club.  This group would meet once each month for an hour to do hands-on educational activities.  We would like for a MG to lead this group and arrange programs.  Let Susan know if you’re interested.








Continuing Ed Topics Needed





Extension is beginning to plan for 2010, so please suggest topics for trainings you’d like to have offered locally.  Share your ideas with Susan McGukin. 





MG Digital Camera


As you work on projects throughout 2008, please remember to photograph your work sessions (especially before/after shots).  These photos can be used by Susi Wade, our scrapbook chairman, or as documentation for MG award applications.
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President’s Message... 





For those who may not know, I’m still in Minnesota following a fall during a fishing trip.  I severely broke my leg, so am currently residing at St. Mary’s Hospital, 400 East 3rd Street, Sandy Witt – Room 4244, Duluth, MN  55805.  





I’ve called Susan today to relay this message and request that I be relieved of my duties as President for the remainder of my term.  Since I’m unsure when I’ll be allowed to come home, or how long a recuperation period I’ll have once I return, it will work better if someone else takes over.  I’ll participate as much as possible once I’m back on my feet.





Sincerely,





Sandy 
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September Gardening Calendar


 


Continue to water plants thoroughly (1 inch) per week unless it rains significantly.


Remove faded blooms, old flower stalks and bedding plants that are no longer attractive.            


Plant perennial, biennial and hardy annual plant seeds such as Foxglove, Shasta  Daisy,   Rudbeckia,


Dianthus and Purple Cone Flower in seed trays or pots.  This provides stocky plants for transplanting by late October.


Plant Chrysanthemums, Violas, Ornamental Cabbage and Kale for added color during the fall.


Begin to take cuttings of Coleus, Begonia and Geranium to root. Make cuttings several more times before frost to be sure you have well-rooted plants to over-winter.


Watch carefully for insects and diseases on flowers.  Insects such as aphids, spider mites, leaf hoppers and thrip are still active.  Also, watch for worm damage.  Orthene is excellent for all-around control.


Watch for insects like scale on trees.


Constantly groom roses.  Never leave a dying or dead stem on the bush because                       the disease will spread to healthy canes.  Also, remove broken or weak shoots.


Plant seeds of radishes, beets, mustard greens, spinach and carrots. 


A serious problem may be the white fly.  Since there is no effective preventative measure, it is important to control the population before they increase to damaging levels.  Control these pests or spray with insecticidal soap.


Remove all finished vegetable crops as soon as possible.  Old dying plants are perfect breeding grounds for disease and insects.


 


 


 





“Find something you’re passionate about and keep tremendously interested in it.”  


~Julia Child  








  The 100 Hour Club—those with 100+ hours of Volunteer Service reported this year:


		Jay Crouch (176)				Carl Oglesby (202)


		Bill Fisher (179)				Reggie Rose (305)


		Betty Miller (118)				Gordon Varner (127)





 Re-Certified MGs—Joan Ball, Lee Caldwell, Jay Crouch, Sylvia Cruse, Edith Davis, Jim Davis, Jeanette Emmons, Bill Fisher, Judy Griffie, Beck May, Betty Miller, Carl Oglesby, Sandra Rea, Reggie Rose, Bonnie Sisk, Sandy Witt and Charles Wood





 Recently Certified MGs—Marguerite Johnson, Kay Martin and Gordon Varner


 


Notes: 1) you have until November 30th to complete a minimum of 12 Education hours and 20 Service hours.  Interns need 40 hours of Volunteer Service; 2) the above recognitions are based on data entered through August 21, 2009; 3) no future listings will be in upcoming newsletters.


 


 


	





Congratulations to...











